
 

August 17, 2018 



It seems an age since we had hockey matches at SACS, and the feeling 

will be extended as we are (by and large) away to Rondebosch this 

weekend. 

Two weekends ago we played Bishops and the results were fairly 

evenly spread. Sadly, the U16A lost their unbeaten run when they 

went down by a goal in the first 30 seconds. Nevertheless, they can 

now forget about that particular monkey on their backs and carry on 

producing the excellent hockey that they have. 

Talking of the U16A, they participated in 

a tournament at Paarl Gym on the long 

weekend. There were teams from as far 

afield as Johannesburg! Snow-covered 

peaks overlooked a beautiful campus 

which was abuzz with a wonderfuly 

festive atmosphere. Gym were 

“baptising” their new astro and it was 

interesting to see the difference 

between their sand-based pitch as 

opposed to our water-based pitch. The 

boys had to adapt their playing style slightly in order to cope. The team 

was again unbeaten at the tournament and played some very good 

hockey. 

In the above-mentioned competition, one of 

our boys was hit in the mouth and, despite 

wearing a mouth guard, had to have 

reconstructive dental work. The coaches are 

therefore reiterating the need for mouth 

guards and shin pads – both of these being 

requirements by the FIH (International 

Hockey Federation). 



Against Paarl BH a few weeks ago, we had the astonishing scoring of 3 

goals in 70 seconds. Well, the 2nd XI match against Bishops started in 

similar fashion with four goals being scored in the first ten minutes – 3 

by SACS and 1 by Bishops! Schoolboy hockey is exciting hockey, so 

please do come and join us. 

Below are the match reports for the Bishops games: 

1st XI: 

We were confident with our preparation leading into the first of the 

return local boys school fixtures. We have been building good 

momentum throughout the term, getting better and developing our 

playing culture with each game.  

 

SACS started brightly, gaining circle entries and keeping good high 

pressure on the Bishops defence. The message at quarter time was 

to continue to trust the process and to keep pushing. This was carried 

out and SACS scored a goal midway through the second quarter, 

with Jaeden Buhler (below) neatly tucking the ball away following 

good interplay work down the left flank.  

 

 

 
 



  
 

 
 

SACS needed to keep up the pressure and score again as Bishops 

seemed to be struggling at this point in the game. However, Bishops 

gained a soft penalty-corner which they converted well. I still felt 

throughout the match that SACS had the beating of the opposition 

and SACS gained several penalty-corners, many of which were 

saved well by their penalty-corner defence. Despite the continued 

pressure and the control SACS showed throughout the game, the 

game concluded at 1-1.  

 

   



It is always telling when a team celebrates a draw, and it was Bishops 

who did this at the final whistle, with SACS feeling like it was more like 

a loss. However, strides have been made and we continue to 

improve the individual and game play of this SACS 1st team.   
 
 

2nd XI: 

We could not have asked for a better start to the fixture by scoring 3 

goals (Matthew Meehan x2 and Thomas Théron) in the first nine 

minutes. The players were running great lines and passing the ball 

early to find the open player. As the half progressed, Bishops scored 

a goal and we were made aware that even though we had three 

goals, the match was far from over.  

 

The second half consisted of great defence, especially Alexander 

Lomnitz (below), but importantly the attacking options were of high 

quality. 

          

 Some very good inter-passing play lead to Thomas Théron scoring 

our fourth goal early in the second half. Our final goal was scored 

from a quickly-taken free hit and a brilliant deflection by Ethan 

Abrahams. The team played an excellent game of hockey and 

thoroughly deserved the 5 – 1 victory. 

 



 

                                                                                                                                     

   

  

 



 

 



3rd XI: 

A draw in the first term with Bishops left a bitter aftertaste with the 

squad. The team had felt hard-done-by and were keen to show how 

they had improved throughout the season. A good week of training 

gave the gents confidence in their abilities.  

However, when match day arrived, it seemed that the players 

slipped into bad habits rather than building on what they had 

practised. We were caught several times dribbling into the 

opponent, presenting the ball to their strong side, getting caught in 

possession and not changing the channel of play. Along with Bishops 

pressing us hard, this allowed frustration to creep in and a break-

down of our build-up play.  

Two stunning goals were scored from open play as we broke through 

the Bishops’ press more than once. Julio Dozetos played some of his 

best hockey in the first half to set up both goals. Robert Versveld did 

well to try and compose the squad and scored a consolation goal 

at the final whistle.  

Unfortunately the defence were caught ball-watching more than 

once and Kian Grimbeek seemed out of sorts in goals. This was the 

sort of match that required resilience and maturity from the players 

to rise above the careless play and irritations. Whilst there were some 

fantastic efforts in attack and defence on the pitch, it was a game 

that highlighted the need for a team to play as one rather than 

relying on individual brilliance.  

4th XI: 

SACS 4th team produced another sterling performance against Paarl 

Boys’ High School on Saturday at SACS. 

It was a beautiful day for hockey and all the SACS teams playing at 

home did not disappoint. 

The 4ths played some very entertaining and mostly a skilful brand of 

hockey for a team at this level. Beautiful inter-passing created many 

opportunities which were not always converted. Some very good 



keeping and a lack of ‘killer instinct’ kept the score at 0 – 0 at half 

time. 

In the second half we showed greater urgency and cohesion and 

Greg Johnson scored from a short-corner variation on the right post. 

A short while later Thomas Neff scored from a penalty flick after a 

pro-longed goal mouth melee.  Thomas Neff, with some good 

individual skills, added another goal a short while later. 

Despite us dominating the entire match, PBHS managed to score 

from an angled shot after some lazy back-tracking by the defence. 

 A well-earned and satisfying 3 – 1 victory for the 4ths. 

5th XI: 

This match was a very tight affair between two evenly matched 

teams using very different tactics.  

SACS played some very attractive hockey for a 5th team but could 

just not score despite many well-earned chances and good build up 

play. Bishops on the other hand tried to smash the ball into our circle 

mostly from the halfway line to three players hanging high in and 

around our penalty spot. Their tactic almost worked but for some 

excellent goalkeeping by Max Becker who made some amazing 

saves – one from a short range deflection which he saved from the 

top right corner with a great stick save. 

Bishops scored first and SACS got the equalizer through Jordi Rogo-

Roos late into the game. 

The SACS men on the field tried valiantly throughout, but 

unfortunately had to be content with a 1 – 1 draw. 

 

U16A: 

The boys strolled onto the field full of confidence in their ability to 

overcome Bishops. A full squad ensured that the team was back to 

their best. As has happened numerous times this season, the U16As 

were sloppy at the start and took their time to get organised. Bishops 

pounced at the opportunity and took an early lead.  



 

 
 

For the rest of the match Bishops were content to defend with 10 

men and look to counter. Whilst SACS might have dominated 

possession, little was done to convert the well-worked chances 

created in play. Opportunities went wide of target, or the SACS 

players were slow on the trigger in the box. Some players seemed a 

bit fatigued and were not using the open space as well as the team 

has in the past. 

  

   
 



Credit must go to the boys as they never bickered or became bitter 

on the pitch. There was positive play right until the end and not one 

team mate felt the brunt of another's frustration. Bishops took the win 

by one goal as the SACS players were reminded that a single 

moment is all it takes to win a match.     

 

SACS U16A TOP SCHOOLS TOURNAMENT REPORT 

 

Due to the SACS U16A hockey team being in the top 10 country 

rankings throughout the year, the team were invited to attend the 

Top Schools tournament hosted at Paarl Gimnasium over the long 

weekend. 

They were put through a massive physical test by playing 3 matches 

on the first day, followed by 2 on both the second and third days of 

the tournament. 

 

The SACS team ended up being the only unbeaten team at the 

tournament, scoring the most goals (20) and conceding the fewest 

(7).  Overall we won 4 and drew 3 out of the 7 matches. SACS ended 

up coming 5th out of 12 teams due to missing out on the semi-finals 

by a mere one point. It was a tough weekend away and certainly a 

learning curve for the team. We now shift our focus onto a massive 

clash vs Rondebosch.  

 



Results: 

4-0 win vs Parel Vallei 

2-2 draw vs Rustenburg 

1-1 draw vs Somerset College 

1-1 draw vs Paarl Boys 

8-0 win vs Swartland 

2-2 (3-2 win on shootouts) vs Outeniqua 

2-1 win vs DF Malan 
 

U16B: 

The SACS U16B team faced Bishops last week in what promised to 

be a well-contested encounter.  Last time out SACS dominated the 

match to take a convincing 5-2 win.  The first half was a promising 

one for the U16Bs.  The build-up play was well-structured and 

allowed the forwards some good opportunities.   

Some poor play in the final quarter of the field meant the opening 

goal did not come.  Bishops counter-attacked well, but also found 

themselves squandering opportunities.  The half ended with the 

game scoreless. 

Both teams entered the second half knowing that one goal could 

decide the game.  Bishops started playing with a lot more fire and 

pressed the SACS defence higher up on the turf.   

Getting through the press proved difficult for the U16Bs, with the only 

success coming down their right side.  Bishops came close to 

opening the scoring on numerous occasions.   

Eventually the goal came with only a few minutes left to play.  This lit 

a spark in the SACS team who started creating some good chances 

of their own.  It proved too little too late.  It was a heart-breaking 1-0 

defeat for the U16Bs, who were hoping to achieve the triple-crown. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

U16C: 

The SACS U16 hockey team faced an improved Bishops team. The 

match was well-contested from start to finish, however. SACS started 

positively with possession and territory in the early minutes of the 

game. We created a few good chances and soon went up 1-0. As 

the first half progressed, Bishops managed to hold onto the ball for 

longer periods and gained more territory. 

A lack of concentration from Bishops resulted in SACS scoring a well-

constructed goal. As half-time neared, SACS conceded and Bishops 

took some momentum into the second half.  



Bishops started well and put SACS under pressure. Fortunately, our 

defence was resilient and, with a number of good saves, SACS 

managed to capitalise to score on the break against the run of play.  

Bishops scored and put pressure on SACS. In the final 10 minutes of 

play, SACS scored 2 quick goals to take the game out of reach for 

Bishops. The match ended 5-2. This was a good result for the U16C 

team, which continues a great run of victories going into the final 

two matches of the season.  

U16D: 

The U16Ds continued with their winning form last week when we 

faced Bishops at home. We definitely dominated the game and 

enjoyed many scoring opportunities while our goalkeeper had a 

relatively quiet game. 

 

The first half saw Alex Daneels set up a goal for Michael Levitt and 

score one of his own before Bishops were able to get past our 

keeper. Peter Copeland finished off the half with another goal, giving 

us a half-time lead of 3-1.  

 

The second half looked similar to the first with Michael's strong hit 

flying into the goals, Alex slipping a ball past the keeper, Peter 

scoring off a good run from Jack Grimstone and Alex scoring again 

in the last minute. In between, a lapse in concentration in our 

defence allowed Bishops to score, but we still beat them 

convincingly 7-2. 

 

I was sad to see our opposition team stifled by rigid game plans that 

they did not understand and that did not allow them to play 

naturally and instinctively. However, let me not take anything away 

from our victory. I am incredibly proud of my team and the way they 

have played this term. This game is a testament to how much they 

have improved over the season as we only managed a 1-1 draw 

against Bishops last term. I am looking forward to a good game 

against Rondebosch this week. 

 

 

 



U16E: 

 

Although we lost 1-4, we had equal possession in the first half and 

played good hockey.  We had several opportunities to score but 

were unsuccessful.  The links were more successful in passing the ball 

up to the forwards than in previous matches.  Our goalkeeper and 

defenders tried hard but Bishops were more effective in capitalising 

on their opportunities.  Matthew Klusener scored an excellent 

“consolation” goal in the last 5 minutes from the top of the “D”. 

U15A: 

After securing the first game with a win, the pressure was on SACS to 

beat Bishops in this second fixture of the season. SACS U15 boys also 

had a greater task to win without their coach and this would test 

their character to pull through another win. From the get-go SACS 

could not connect very well and struggled in exiting their half. 

Bishops used this to their advantage to dominate play and score 

goals. SACS had a few chances but could not find the back of the 

net. SACS was just not in it on the day. Bishops secured a 2-0 win.  

 

U14A: 

The SACS U14A side faced a barrage at the start of the match 

against Bishops. Bishops moved the ball well and SACS struggled to 

get possession of the ball and, when they did, failed to hold onto the 

ball and string passes together. Mid-way through the first half Bishops 

scored an easy goal to go 1 – 0 up after the SACS defenders failed 

to mark players in the box.  

  



SACS continued absorbing pressure but kept high pressure on the 

opposition ball carriers (with encouragement from team manager 

Alan Willows) which disrupted Bishops’ play. The continued pressure 

led to a superb SACS counter-attack goal which started in the SACS 

22-yard area and finished with a 50 yard unopposed run from Chase 

Cottee (above right) who slotted the equaliser.  

    

 

The half finished 1 – 1 which was also the final score of the match. 

The second half script was a repeat of the first half with Bishops 

having most of the possession, but also with SACS defending at all 

costs to get a result from the match.   

U14B: 

The boys pitched up to the game switched on and ready to put in a 

hard morning's graft. This is exactly what we produced as we 

dominated Bishops from push-back. However, this dominance did 

not reflect on the scoreboard, as our inability to finish major chances 

kept Bishops in the game. At the half time break it was all square at: 

0-0. 

 

This called for a change of strategy and the boys were able to 

implement a far more direct form of hockey. This culminated in one 

of the goals of the season as our stoic CB Josh Corbett rocketed a 

ball into the D, to a sprawling James Sherwood, who opened the 



face of his stick at exactly the right time deflect the ball into the roof 

of the net. He then went on to complete an Imran Tahir-like 

celebration, and rightfully so, as this probably stands as our goal of 

the season.  

 

The goal resulted in a new-found frantic energy from both sides as 

Bishops threw everything at us. We kept our foot on the gas, instead 

of parking the bus, and this time it worked out for us, as we were able 

to bag another goal and put the game to bed. This was courtesy of 

an opportunistic goal from star forward, Liyema Waqu.  

 

Overall, it was one of our most complete team performances, with 

all defenders, links and forwards having a stellar game and making 

me one extremely proud coach.   

 

U14C: 

On Friday afternoon the U14C team faced Bishops. SACS defended 

well throughout the match and had been unfortunate to have a 

goal scored against us.  

 

Our boys tried to play an attacking game, but our level of fitness let 

us down and we could not break through the opponents' wall of 

defence. The final score was 0-1. We are looking forward to our next 

match and to end off the season on a high. 

 

U14D: 

On Friday afternoon, our U14D hockey team played their second 

match of the year. They were slightly apprehensive because of this. 

They were also facing a strong and determined Bishops team. 

Although they have spent many hours practising with the C team, 

they have not had many opportunities to play games as a team and 

so the match on Friday was a much-anticipated one.  

 

After the first few minutes of the game, it was very clear that the two 

teams were very evenly matched and our boys started to relax and 

maintain possession of the ball for a good portion of the first and 

second halves. 



 

The game ended with a 1-1 draw. The boys played an exciting 

match and were finally able to show off what they have learnt at 

practices this year.  

 
SACS HOCKEY RESULTS  vs BISHOPS [2] 

[3rd  & 4th August2018] 

 

TEAM OPPONENTS SCORE 

SACS 1st BISHOPS 1  -  1 

SACS 2nd BISHOPS 5  -  1 

SACS 3rd  BISHOPS 3  -  4 

SACS 4th BISHOPS 0  -  0 

SACS 5th BISHOPS 1  -  1 

   

SACS 16A BISHOPS 0  -  1 

SACS 15A BISHOPS  0  -  2 

SACS 16B BISHOPS  0  -  1 

SACS 16C BISHOPS  5  -  2 

SACS 16D BISHOPS  7  -  2 

SACS 16E BISHOPS  1  -  4 

   

SACS 14A BISHOPS 1  -  1 

SACS 14B BISHOPS 2  -  0 

SACS 14C BISHOPS 0  -  1 

SACS 14D BISHOPS 1  -  1 

 
                              
 
 
 
 
 



SACS vs RBHS HOCKEY FIXTURES [2] 
                                                 17th & 18th August 2018 
 
 

TEAM OPPOSITION VENUE DATE TIME  

SACS 19A RBHS 
WPCC  A 

Friday 17 19h35   

SACS 19B 
RBHS WPCC  A Friday 17 

18h30   

SACS 19C 
RBHS SACS ASTRO Friday 17 

18h00   

SACS 19D 
RBHS SACS ASTRO Friday 17 

17h00   

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

  
 

   

SACS 16A 
RBHS 

WPCC  A 
Friday 17 

17h30  

SACS 15A 
RBHS 

WPCC  A 
Friday 17 

16h30   

SACS 16B 
RBHS 

SACS ASTRO 
Friday 17 

16h00   

SACS 16C 
RBHS 

WPCC  B  
Friday 17 

18h30   

SACS 16D 
RBHS 

WPCC  B 
Friday 17 

15h30   

SACS 16E 
RBHS 

SACS ASTRO 
Sat 18 

08h00   

  
 

  
 

   

SACS 14A 
RBHS 

WPCC  A 
Friday 17 

15h30   

SACS 14B 
RBHS 

WPCC  B 
Friday 17 

16h30   

SACS 14C 
RBHS 

SACS ASTRO 
Friday 17 

15h00   

 
 

    

 

 

 

 


