
 

24 August 2018 



It was a bitterly-cold afternoon at the WPCC Hockey Astro when we 

played Rondebosch last week. Even Mr Willows needed a tracksuit 

bottom!  

As predicted, there was wonderful hockey 

which kept people on the stands, whilst drinking 

hot coffee. 

On our staff we do have some Rondebosch Old 

Boys, and they have one or two SACS OBs. 

Interestingly, their 2nd XI coach, Waseem 

Domingo, is a recent SACS Old Boy and 1st XI 

player, and it was amusing to watch him celebrate his Rondebosch 

team’s goal in a very muted fashion. Once your blood is blue, it remains 

so forever! 

This weekend we close a very long season with matches against 

Wynberg. This fixture has traditionally become our main derby of the 

season, and it is a chance for teams to end the season on a high. 

Most of the games are on the SACS astro, with the U14A playing at a 

relatively-early 2.15pm. The main game is at 7.30pm, so please do 

come and share the season-ending matches with us. It is a chance to 

thank the coaches for the many hours they have put in, and to thank 

the boys for the wonderful entertainment. 

It is probably appropriate at this stage to thank you, the parents, for 

your unending support. This is not just at the matches, but is for the 

many times you have brought boys to before-school practices and 

collected them late in the afternoon or evening. We simply could not 

have done this without you! 

 

Below are the coaches’ match reports for the Rondebosch games: 

 



1st XI: 

It is always a cauldron of excitement playing at the WPCC astro against 

Rondebosch on a Friday evening. The crowd is usually vociferous, and ready 

and willing to let you know how they feel.  

 

The SACS U19A players had had a good build-up to the preparation for the 

week and we were well aware of the tactics they were to use.  SACS were, 

however, a little slow out of the blocks and let Rondebosch have couple of 

soft circle entries before settling down to some good play.  

 

  
 

It is sad that I feel the need to report that the Rondebosch players were 

extremely lucky to stay on the pitch as they looked to break down our play 

with some serious fouls and dangerous contact in the tackle area. It was a 

shame the umpires didn't get more of a handle on it earlier as it allowed a 

team, with intention to play the game in the right way, be bullied out of the 

game.  

 

 



 

Nonetheless, the SACS boys did try to play the game as normal, creating more 

23m entries than RBHS, more circle entries and having more penalty corners 

awarded, but telling enough was the fewer shots on target and ultimately the 

score-line showed this.  

 

We conceded goals through our own mistakes from which RBHS capitalized. 

Being 1-0 down at half-time and then 2-0 late in the 3rd quarter, we looked to 

really stretch ourselves to force some goals, but RBHS managed to counter 

and squeeze a third goal in the final quarter. Final score 3-0.  

 

   
 

The boys were disappointed, and rightly so. Our mistakes had cost us dearly 

but the score-line was not a reflection of the game really. We need to aim to 

be more accurate in the final 23 space of the pitch, and maintain 

concentration in our build up in the final match against Wynberg this 

weekend. We want to make it feel as if we can get something from this second 

half of the season.  

 

2nd XI: 

The team felt confident and ready for the fixture on the back of the 

previous fixtures result. Our defence in the match was key as we did 

not want to be conceding goals early in the match. The pace of the 

match was very high and opportunities were created by both 

teams.  

Rondebosch scored a goal which was followed soon by another 

one. The team had been playing very well, but Rondebosch were 

clinical at finishing off their opportunities. Soon after we conceded 



the second goal, the team were determined to take the game to 

Rondebosch. We were rewarded with a goal (Kai Westmoreland) 

from very good passing and possession play (below). 

 

The match was now evenly poised. As we got close to half-time, it 

was assumed that the half-time score would be 2-1. Unfortunately, 

we allowed them to get into the middle of the field too easily and 

conceded two quick goals with about a minute and a half left. This 

really put us on the back foot.  

The team came out fighting in the second half and tried to cut the 

deficit. We tried hard to score, but the few opportunities that we 

created could not be converted into goals. Our penalty corners did 

not work as well as we would have liked, and this also reduced our 

scoring opportunities.  

The team did give a good 

account of themselves, but 

the two goals scored at the 

end of the first half was our 

undoing and the goal 

difference was too big. The 

team was very disappointed 

with the result of 1-4. 

 



 

 



3rd XI: 

The match against Rondebosch was made all the more difficult as 

captain Robert Versfeld had a sprained ankle and Nicholas 

Rethman could not play striker. This meant that Jason Garde had to 

step into the midfield as Andrew O'Brien took a central defensive 

role. Both players did a fantastic job in their new roles.  

We knew that Rondebosch played a very pressing game and often 

made use of the overhead. Our defensive team did a superb job of 

picking up the Bosch aerials and creating turnovers.  Part of our 

strategy was to soak up pressure on one side of the field, then move 

the ball quickly around, along with using aerials to keep their 

defence stretched away from their midfield.  

The gents executed the game plan very well and we caught 

Rondebosch on the back foot for large passages of play. 

Unfortunately, the short corner opportunities we had were not 

converted and the odd chance whizzed past both posts. At half-

time Rondebosch had a single goal and by the end of the match 

they had made it two. The only criticism I had for the gents was 

perhaps for a bit more patience in the midfield, instead of running 

the ball into the opposition and losing the momentum just created.  

I look forward to a solid win to end off the season this weekend. The 

gents most certainly are due one.  

4th XI: 

The SACS 4th team, having been relatively outplayed in the first 

encounter of the season, came back strongly in the second round 

of fixtures. I still cannot work out why our boys give Bosch as much 

respect as they do on the field. To clarify this, it is more about thinking 

Bosch are better than they actually are! 

The match started off with Bosch having the slight upper hand and 

a few more circle entries than SACS. Chris Naidoo did a good job of 

keeping them out but, once again, some soft defending allowed the 

opposition to be two goals to the good at half time.  



After half time it was as if there was a different SACS team on the 

field and we dominated this half. Greig van den Heever put away a 

chance in the circle with a well-placed scorcher to bring us a goal 

back. Unfortunately, we did not take the many chances we had 

and, late in the match, Bosch scored from a rather unfortunate 

umpiring interpretation. The final score saw SACS losing 1 – 3. 

There were many positives to take out of the match and to 

implement in our final fixture against Wynberg next week. 

 

U16A: 

After a tough weekend away taking part in the Top Schools 

tournament, SACS had no time to rest and were up against 

Rondebosch, away. To make things even more interesting, the U16A 

team were also missing three of their members for various reasons.  

One could identify that 

Rondebosch were SACS’s 

toughest opposition this year. 

Heading into their third game 

against one another, bragging 

rights were up for grabs as there 

has been one win apiece for the 

two schools: a 1-0 win for 

Rondebosch in the knockout cup followed by a 2-1 win for SACS at 

home in the league. 

SACS started like a house on fire with captain, Nathan Ansell, scoring 

a bottom-left drag-flick from a short-corner in the first minute of the 

game. This immediately shattered the opposition and SACS played 

some remarkable schoolboy hockey. A special mention must go to 

Ryan Johnson, who made his debut for the U16A team and certainly 

held his own, having an outstanding game.  



   

A game-plan of attacking down the sides of the field was working 

splendidly as the middle of the park was a tough section to go 

through, and it was a tightly-contested affair. SACS got numerous 

chances, but lacked the finishing touch. On top of that, Thomas 

Brocklehurst, as well as the boys showing heart by making sure they 

were putting their bodies and sticks on the line, had to make a few 

saves to keep the score-line at 1-0 going into halftime. 

The second half continued similarly to the first as chances were 

being created by both teams, but one could see that SACS had the 

dominant share of possession and the better chances. Neither team 

could convert, and SACS had shut the back door to keep the score 

at 1-0 and eventually get the win.  

  

Big games call for big hearts and big moments, and this special SACS 

U16A team proved, yet again, why they are the best in province. 

They have certainly put their hands up for the best in the country, 



having not lost to a team outside of the Western Cape and beating 

numerous locals. Our final hurdle comes in the form of Wynberg and 

another exciting derby day to look forward to.   

U16B: 

The SACS U16B team faced a very strong Rondebosch side last 

week.  Their meeting last term ended in a well-earned 1-1 draw for 

SACS.  Injuries and illness meant that the U16Bs only had 2 players on 

the bench.  The game started off well for SACS.  The forwards pressed 

high up on the turf, allowing the links and backs the chance to turn 

over the ball in the midfield.   

They did well to step hard in front of their opponents to intercept and 

counter swiftly.  This running, intensive style of pressing was not 

sustainable however as Rondebosch eventually started controlling 

the game more.  Turnover ball in the midfield gave the opposition 

good goal-scoring opportunities.  Tiago Brazier pulled off some 

fantastic saves to keep the game scoreless.   

A SACS counter attack saw Keenan Dalwai find a Rondebosch foot 

in the D.  The ball then rolled to Daniel Coetzee who worked the 

baseline well, catching the opposition defence asleep.  He put a 

ball across to Daniel Smith who did well to finish.  The half time whistle 

came soon after, SACS leading 1-0. 

The half time break was much appreciated by the U16Bs.  It helped 

them replenish their energy so that they could get back into their 

intense style of pressing.  This paid off for them as Daniel Smith played 

a brilliant bounce pass with Keenan Dalwai to go through on goal.  

The keeper did well to save, but the ball trickled straight into the path 

of Keenan who put it in the goal.   

SACS proceeded to dominate the game, using the ball well on the 

sidelines to get around the Bosch defence.  The press soon paid off 

again as Daniel Smith intercepted a pass across the D to tap home 

for his second.  Rondebosch had a few more chances late on, but 

Tiago Brazier refused to give up his clean sheet, along with the 

defence.  The game ended with SACS winning 3-0,   the best display  



 

from the U16Bs this season.  They will be looking for more of the same 

going into their final match against Wynberg. 

 

U16C: 

The U16C took on Rondebosch over the weekend, which they knew 

would more than likely be their toughest test of the season. One win 

over Rondebosch in the second term was an excellent result, but to 

replicate it and beat them twice, on their home ground, would most 

definitely be one to remember. The game plan was to hold onto the 

ball for extended periods to frustrate Rondebosch and give them 

little to no possession.  

The SACS U16Cs did well to control the ball and maintain possession. 

Soon enough SACS capitalised on a short corner and found 

themselves 1-0 up. Rondebosch restarted and they found some 

momentum with the small amount of possession they had and 

equalised. However, the best was yet to come from SACS.  

Excellent interplay and some great attacking moves led the team 

into the top D and Callum Parker executed a brilliant finish with a 

back-stick goal. The SACS boys were now more motivated than ever 

to finish the game off strongly.  

Rondebosch changed their game plan and committed too many 

attackers up front, leaving their defence exposed. SACS managed 

to exploit this and continually found holes in the Rondebosch 

defence.  

With the constant pressure, SACS manage to convert two 

opportunities which took the final score to 4-1. Next weekend is their 

last game of the season and the u16Cs are ready to have a go at 

the grand slam when they take on Wynberg. 

 

  



  

   

  

 
 

 



U16D: 

After good victories over the last three weeks, it was difficult to watch 

the boys battle against a strong Rondebosch side. The team put up 

a good fight, but the opposition was just too strong. 

 

Rondebosch managed to score six goals, most of which resulted 

from squabbles in the D where the ball bounced between attackers 

and defenders before slipping past the keeper. These 50-50 

situations could have gone either way and, unfortunately, we came 

out second best this time.  

 

It also brought to light a problem of the defenders not trusting and 

communicating properly with each other. Everyone was crowded in 

the D, defending as they thought best, but they ended up standing 

in each other's way and rendering each other ineffective. 

 

Inbetween the Rondebosch goals we had some good periods of 

play. We held the midfield well and were able to channel the ball 

along the wings to the front. It was a superb effort by the midfielders 

who worked hard to run around the field supporting both the 

attackers and the defenders. 

 

Our attack, however, let us down in the face of a well-organised 

defence. We were unable to make many successful passes in the 

opposite 25 yards and only penetrated the D a handful of times 

during the match. This resulted in us being unable to score. The boys 

will need to work harder to free themselves up to receive passes and 

get the ball into scoring positions. 

 

Overall, it was a disappointing 0-6 loss, one that reminded us of the 

way we played last term. It is clear that many of the weaknesses we 

battled with last term have not been fully resolved yet, and we will 

work hard this week to address them ahead of another tough game 

against Wynberg. I hope this loss does not dampen the team's spirit 

and that they will come out fighting again next week. 

 

 

 



U16E: 

 

An evenly-contested and very enjoyable game of hockey was 

played on the SACS astro on Saturday morning.  The opposition 

scored first and were leading 1-0 at half time.  We equalised early in 

the second half but, unfortunately, conceded another goal off a 

short corner.  The last five minutes was very exciting as SACS kept 

possession of the ball and entered the oppositions “D” several times 

but could not equalise the score before the final whistle. Well done 

to the team for giving of their best! 

 

U15A: 

 

The boys were eager to test themselves against Rondebosch and 

stamp their mark as the better team after their draw in the first fixture. 

In the pre-game talk, the vibe and chemistry were great and this was 

a good sign that they were going to play some good hockey. 

 

SACS understood 

their game plan and 

it was evident in the 

beginning of the 

game when SACS 

created chances by 

getting many 

turnovers with the 

press. This put 

pressure on 

Rondebosch and 

caused them not to 

be able to string 

passes together.  

 

Rondebosch, however, had stages were they dominated by being 

more physical and winning 50/50 chances. SACS responded by 

moving the ball and working together to created 2v1s up the field. 

SACS then got a short corner through this play and scored.  



Mathew Versveld scored through a rebound in the D when the 

keeper saved a deflection (below).  

 

 
 

This was really positive to see as a coach because a passing game 

is always the easier and simpler option than the game based on 

individual skill. The first half ended 1-0 up to SACS. 

 

  
 

SACS needed to be consistent throughout the game in order to beat 

Rondebosch. We took this mind-set into the second half of keeping 

the quality high. SACS did this and kept their decision-making and 



hockey intelligence in check. Chances were created but SACS 

could not put the ball in the net.  

 

 
Rondebosch, however, had a few 

counter attacks but SACS proved to be 

too solid in defence. The game 

ended 1-0 up to SACS. Great game! 

 

U14A: 

 

SACS started well against the Bosch, 

moving the ball fast between players 

and linking up all over the field. We 

unfortunately did not threaten the 

Bosch circle enough and were made 

to regret it when Bosch scored in the middle of the half. A 

communication mix up led to the opposition drifting through the 

central channel unaffected.  

 

       



 

The half finished 0-1 with SACS competitive in the match. In the 

second half, Amar Khan stepped up play in the mid-field but no 

clear chances presented upfront. As the half moved along, SACS 

grew impatient and started running with ball into tight spaces, 

causing many turnovers. Bosch patiently defended the onslaught 

and late in the match responded with two more goals to end the 

match 0-3 to Bosch.  

 

  
 

This was the SACS U14A's biggest defeat of the season which 

disappointed the SACS boys, even though the hockey played was 

of a good standard. 

 

U14B: 

 
The boys showed a lot of grit to beat Rondebosch and, in doing so, collected 

the double - beating them home and away.  It was a very cagey affair which 

saw Bosch take the early lead.  However, the boys rallied together and, after 

playing some good hockey, managed to equalize through a wonderful back-

stick from Josh Roux. 

 

The score at half time was 1-1 and it looked set to stay that 

way until the ever-dependable, star striker, Saul Alperstein 

deflected a well-hit ball past the a sprawling Bosch 

keeper to take us a goal ahead. 

 

From then on, it was all-stations-go as Bosch threw 

everything at us! In certain passages of play, it seemed as 

though we were trying our best to help Bosch find an 



equalizer, yet we were able to remain composed enough to hold them off 

until the final whistle. 

 

A great victory for SACS! 

 

U14C: 

 

On Friday afternoon, our U14C hockey team prepared for their 

match against Rondebosch Boys' High School. Amidst much 

excitement and nerves, the team gathered for an intense team talk. 

We had played Rondebosch earlier in the season and we were 

ready to take on our rivals again.  

 

In the first five minutes of the game, our team struggled to maintain 

possession of the ball but, within minutes, they regained their 

composure and started to fight back. The first and second halves 

saw the boys pushing themselves very hard against a strong 

Rondebosch team. Unfortunately, the boys ended up 0-3 down but 

not without putting up a good fight.  

 

The boys enjoyed their second last game of the season and they left 

the astro feeling fired-up as we head into our last week of the hockey 

season. We hope to end on a high in our last match against 

Wynberg this week. 

 
SACS HOCKEY RESULTS vs RBHS [2] 

17th & 18th August 2018 
 
 

TEAM OPPOSITION SCORE 

SACS 19A RBHS 0  -  3 

SACS 19B RBHS 1  -  4 

SACS 19C RBHS 0  -  2 

SACS 19D RBHS 1  -  3 

  
 

 

SACS 16A RBHS 1  -  0 

SACS 15A RBHS 1  -  0 

SACS 16B RBHS 3  -  0 

SACS 16C RBHS 4  -  1 



SACS 16D RBHS 0  -  5 

SACS 16E RBHS 1  -  2 

  
 

 

SACS 14A RBHS 0  -  3 

SACS 14B RBHS 2  -  1 

SACS 14C RBHS 0  -  3 

 
 

SACS vs WBHS HOCKEY FIXTURES  2 
                                         24th  August 2018 
 
 

TEAM VS VENUE FIELD DATE TIME 
 

SACS19A WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 19:30   

SACS19B WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 18:30   

SACS 19C WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 24 15:00   

       

SACS 19D WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 24 16:00   

SACS 19E WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 24 17:00   

       

SACS 16A WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 17:30   

SACS 15A WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 16:15   

SACS 16B WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 15:15   

SACS 16C WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 24 14:00   

SACS 16D WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 24 18:00   

SACS 16E WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 24 17:00   

       

SACS 14A WBHS SACS SACS ASTRO Friday 24 14:15   

SACS 14B WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 24 15:00   

SACS 14C WBHS WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 24 16:00  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


