
 

June 8, 2018 



This past weekend we took on our closest rivals, Rondebosch. It was 

always going to be the true test of how far we have come this season, 

and there was plenty to smile about. 

With the large crowd of support, the hot food and drinks and the great 

hockey, it was a time to sit back and enjoy. 

My apologies to 

coach Pierre le 

Roux for saying 

that he was a 

Chemical Engineer. 

He is, in fact, a 

Mechanical 

Engineer. This just 

goes to show that 

Trump is right: you 

cannot trust what 

you read on the 

internet! 

This weekend should be no different. We are away at Wynberg and 

their facilities allow for a similar “gees”. Please join us and support 

your boys.  

 

Below are the coaches’ match reports: 

1st XI: 

Derby games are always high-tempo, highly-charged, highly-

pressured games. However, the SACS players started the match by 

looking over-whelmed by the opposition. I feel it was a matter of 

having given them too much respect. 



 Having over-come the nervy 

first quarter, the SACS players 

started to find their feet and 

began to grow into the game 

and believe in themselves. 

RBHS have a couple of very 

skilful individuals and it was 

through one of these players 

that they gained a penalty 

corner, from which they 

scored.  

 

SACS showed good character 

to come back from this and put 

a lot of pressure on the RBHS defensive structure. Through good build 

up play, and some scrapping for the ball around the edge of the 

RBHS defensive D, Luke DÁguair sucked in defenders and played 

a ball back across the RBHS top D where Kai Greig slammed home 

a first-time shot. 1-1 at half time.  

 

 
 

This buoyed the home team and wave after wave of attack went 

up the pitch, with RBHS resorting to long overhead outletting. We 

were caught on the counter for another PC where a shot caught our 



GK napping. Despite continued pressure and only one team looking 

to attack, SACS couldn't find the final quality and score to draw.  

 

Final score 1-2 to RBHS. 

The players felt that 

actually they had 

competed, but it wasn't 

until afterwards that they 

started to realise that 

they should have got 

more out of the game.  

 

Despite the loss the 

players will take good 

confidence into the final 

game of the term against 

Wynberg this weekend.  

 

2nd XI: 

This is definitely the business end of the term for the team. 

Rondebosch play a very high-tempo game that is based on 

attacking when they turn over the ball. The players executed our 

game plan very well in the first half, by limiting Rondebosch 

attacking options as well as putting them under pressure with aerial 

balls as well as 3D skills in their twenty-five.  

They managed to score a 

well-executed deflection to 

lead by one goal at half time. 

The players were a bit 

disappointed at half time that 

the score was not one-all. We 

had three penalty corners, 

one after the other, but 

unfortunately did not  

capitalise on our opportunities. 

 



 

 



The first ten to fifteen minutes of the half was hard-fought by both 

teams. We started to turn over the ball to easily in too many 

attacking zones for Rondebosch. They utilised their space very well 

and we had a very difficult period to defend. Rondebosch were 

rewarded with two goals. The team responded and showed some 

determination and Matthew Beck scored a goal. We created two 

more late opportunities which we could not convert. 

This was a very good improvement from the previous two matches. 

We need to work on being technically more efficient in the latter 

stages of the game.  

3rd XI: 

The 3rds strolled out with confidence against Rondebosch. A good 

week of commitment in practice saw many skills being refined. Our 

game plan was to hold off on pressing too hard and giving 

Rondebosch space between their defence and midfield.  

For most of the first half the team were disciplined and held the score 

to 0-0. However, a slight lapse in defence on the left saw a 

Rondebosch midfielder stroll his way to top of the D and receive a 

pass from wide to make it 0-1. Our forwards created great space 

and opportunities up front, but too many times the final few touches 

let us down.  

As the game opened up in the second half, the hard passing and 

fine-tuned basic skills of Rondebosch showed. Due to double 

turnovers and some tentative goalkeeping, two more goals were 

scored against us. The 0-3 score-line was slightly flattering to 

Rondebosch as the gents of the Thirds played some fantastic 

hockey, just not for the full match. Wynberg will be the final test of 

the term and the gents are determined to end the losing streak.  

4th XI: 

The SACS 4th team, playing in their sixth match of the season, 

deservedly lost to a more well-organised and, frankly, a team who 

looked as if they wanted to play. The 0 – 3 score-line was not a real 



reflection of what happened on the field and I, for one, was very 

disappointed. 

Disappointed, but not surprised! I say this because the commitment 

and dedication required of our senior boys in this group has been 

less than satisfactory over the past two weeks.  

The weather has not been that great for practising and we have 

exams, but I feel that my squad has let themselves and the school 

down with the lack of required time at the astro. 

This loss was our first loss of the season!  

We were below par and let in three really soft goals through panic 

and poor basics. 

I certainly hope things will go better against Wynberg in our last 

fixture for this term. 

5th XI: 

Ditto the comments made for the 4th team report. Only more so. 

What really ticks me off is the “support” our boys are given by their 

parents when they don’t “feel” like playing for the school.  

Excuses on top of excuses, supported by letters and emails from 

parents. I know I am generalising, but if the shoe fits, wear it. 

This was only the second match for this team which is selected out 

of a very large squad and it is the second time I have had to run 

around on match day, scratching for enough players. 

Very disappointing and not what we expect from our senior SACS 

men. A disorganised match saw us lose by 0 – 6 after having been 

down by 0 – 4 at half time. 

To the boys who have made the effort to be at practices and at 

matches, thank you very much. The rest, who know who they are, 

need to take a good long hard look at themselves in the mirror! 

 

 



 

  

   

  

   



U16A: 

The toughest test of the season came on a chilly Friday afternoon. 

The opponent was an experienced and formidable Rondebosch 

team, and the only team to have instilled a taste of defeat in the 

SACS U16A team so far this year. This was after losing out 1-0 in the 

final 30 seconds in the Cup semi-finals earlier on in the season. The 

boys had one thing on their mind: to come off the field believing that 

nothing but a victory was needed and to correct the previous 

meeting’s scoreline.  

   

This emotion and raw passion from the team, who game after game 

are growing in confidence, heart and togetherness, was easily felt 

and, better yet, could be seen from the sidelines. The boys gave it 

their all from the get-go, winning their 50-50s, while remaining calm 

and composed on the ball. The tactics and gameplay set out were 

working and the team eventually got their goal just before halftime. 

This was through a rebound (and well-finished) goal from the 

captain Nathan Ansell, originally off a well-saved drag-flick from 

Matthew May.  

 



Heading into halftime 1-0 up was certainly rewarding, but the team 

knew they had another 25 minutes of hard graft ahead. They were 

exhausted and broken, evident through their skin torn hands and 

knees, but a quote from pro coach Gregg Clark resonated through 

them- “where the mind goes, the body will follow”. 

The second half proved just as tough, the game was even and it 

must be noted that it was a game filled with extremely high-quality 

hockey, especially from an U16 age group. This bodes well for 

schoolboy hockey in general. Rondebosch had found a way to claw 

themselves back into the game through a breakaway goal and 

eventual penalty-stroke decision. The penalty stroke was converted 

with 7 minutes to go and, at 1-1, the spectators were in for a 

dramatic end to the match. From what was discussed before the 

game, that nothing but a win would be accepted, the conceded 

goal actually rallied the boys and gave them some much-needed 

extra wind. 

 
James Royden-Turner was composed on the ball and, while stuck in 

the corner of the field, managed to get into the ‘D’ and gain his 

team the advantage of another short-corner. Similarly to the first, up 



stepped Matthew May and produced another solid save from the 

goalkeeper but, on the rebound, the ever-present and warrior that 

is Daniel Opperman stepped up to put the ball in the back of the net 

for SACS to gain a 2-1 advantage with 3 minutes to go.  

   

With his 16th birthday just the day before, he couldn’t help but get 

himself a nice little birthday present. The boys defended, showed 

maturity on the field, and with the help of another game-winning 

Thomas Brocklehurst save, eventually closed the game out, winning 

2-1.  

Such a massive win proved that, with hours upon hours of hard-work, 

and most importantly, unity, anything can be achieved. They 

walked off the field with blood-soaked shirts and pants, but with 

remarkably large smiles on their faces. They certainly can be proud 

of themselves. Rondebosch hurdle ticked; now onto Wynberg for 

Derby Day.  

U16B: 

The SACS U16B team faced a very strong Rondebosch side last 

week.  The opposition came out firing, putting lots of pressure on the 

SACS defence early on.  The backs often found themselves 

outnumbered, courtesy of some quick counter-attacks from 

Rondebosch.  Good last-ditch tackles were the only thing 

preventing an early opening goal.  The goal did eventually for come 

Rondebosch, midway through the first half.  This saw the momentum 

shift in the U16Bs favour.  They moved forward well but were unable 

to get past Rondebosch’s deep-lying defenders. 

 



The second half saw SACS displaying a much better quality of 

hockey.  Riley Parker, Oliver Wall, and captain, Michael Willig did an 

excellent job at the back, stopping the quick Rondebosch 

attackers.  Tiago Brazier made some crucial saves in goal to keep 

the U16Bs in the game.   

Going forward, Ryan Johnson was able to link up well with the 

forwards.  The equaliser eventually came with 5 minutes left to play.  

A short corner saw James MacDonald put the ball in the 

Rondebosch goal.  The last few minutes of the game were tense, but 

neither side could break the deadlock.  The match ended a 1-1 

draw.  A great showing from the U16Bs in the penultimate game of 

the term. 

U16C: 

The U16C were under no illusion that the Rondebosch match would 

be an easy encounter. The boys worked hard at practice and this 

showed by their constantly moving around on the field and not 

standing static. They also allowed Rondebosch to have the freedom 

to play out wide, but not in the centre of the pitch which is where 

they are usually strong.  

The U16C executed the game plan well with constant movement. 

SACS scored a goal from a penalty short corner just before half time, 

which gave us a little too much confidence as Rondebosch 

constantly applied pressure on us when they had ball in hand. They 

scored an excellent goal from a cross into the D where the SACS 

boys were caught napping and did not apply enough pressure on 

their striker.  

With scores tied and 5 minutes left of play, SACS were awarded a 

short corner which the boys managed to convert, giving them a 2-1 

lead. The scores remained unchanged and the SACS U16C came 

away with the win. A great result as for many of the players it was 

their first win against Rondebosch. 

 

 



  

  

   



U16D: 

We encountered some tough competition from Rondebosch U15B 

on Saturday morning before the rain started falling. The boys played 

hard throughout and kept fighting to the end in a very intense 

match. 

 

From the start, the well-skilled Rondebosch side pressed us hard and 

we were defending a lot. Our defence struggled against such a 

hard press but Greg Hoyle did well in goals to keep out most of their 

shots. Rondebosch managed to score twice in the first half when our 

defence cracked under the pressure. While we were defending a 

lot, we also had some periods of positive attacking play, but were 

unable to score. 

 

At half-time we spoke about ways to handle the pressure at the 

back and our defenders managed better in the second half. This left 

Rondebosch frustrated and gave us more periods of attacking play, 

although we still did not score. Towards the end of the game 

Rondebosch scored off a well-executed short corner and the game 

ended 0-3 in their favour. 

 

We were relieved to come away with a relatively-low score against 

us and we must credit keeper Greg Hoyle for his hard work. The 

Rondebosch coach certainly felt his boys should have scored more. 

 

Next is Wynberg and I am hoping we can maintain the intensity and 

fighting spirit through the week's practices and into that match. 

 

U15A: 

 

The SACS U15 A team were enthusiastically excited to test 

themselves against Rondebosch. SACS were dominant in the early 

minutes of the game, which set the tone for the rest of the half, but 

SACS could not get the final pass in the D to get a good shot on 

goal. They were able to string many passes together and the SACS 

link line were dominating the midfield.  



 

The game was played at a high tempo and both sides were playing 

positive hockey, but the first half ended 0-0.  

Rondebosch came out in the second half firing with a good spell of 

pressure on SACS by getting many circle entries.  

SACS were struggling to get the ball out of their half because they 

were not stringing simple passes from the back.  

Despite this flurry, the SACS keeper (Gianluca Virissimo) and 

defenders manage to stop Rondebosch scoring any goals.  

  



Mathew Versveld also had a critical goal-line save to stop 

Rondebosch from scoring. After SACS managed to compose 

themselves, they started to dominate the game again. SACS 

managed to get circle entries and had many shots on goal, but they 

could not score. The game ended in a draw with SACS dominating 

it. The SACS boys realized they should have won and are eager to 

beat Rondebosch at their next encounter. 

 

U14A: 

The U14A match started with SACS moving the ball about with intent, 

showing a new confidence in transferring the ball between 

channels. The back four of Nic Senekal (debut), Tim Patten, Jarryd 

Wentzell and Ben Elliot Jones showed improved maturity in keeping 

ball possession and dictating the direction of play.   

A circle entry mid-first 

half saw Daniel 

Ossendrywer beat the 

keeper and unselfishly 

pass to Mike McGaw 

who put the ball in the 

back of the goal. 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, Rondebosch countered soon after and a goal-mouth 

mix-up saw the Bosch have an easy put in for the equaliser. An 

incident of note in the first half was when key defender Ben Elliot 

Jones got a severe stick knock on his finger which required him 

retiring and later having an operation to mend the tip. 



 

The second half was a scrappy affair with both teams unable to 

control the ball. Another SACS defensive mix-up in a penalty corner 

saw SACS to go 1-2 down which eventually was the final score. 

Aiden Fourie and Amar Shah Khan both contributed with solid 

performances in the mid-field.    

U14B: 

We pitched up to our game against Bosch after a hard week of 

training, expecting a fierce battle. We got exactly that as our 

opposition pushed us to our very limits.  

 

Thankfully for us, due to a great week of preparation, both physically 

and mentally, we had the edge. This was apparent early on, as we 

managed to go 2-0 up at half time. Our first-half performance was 

characterized by high intensity on the ball and stoic defence at the 

back.  

 

Unfortunately we fell into the “2-0 trap” and played a meek second 

half of hockey, letting Bosch come back into the game with a 

runaway goal. Tensions were high as the clock counted down. 

Bosch didn’t let up and did everything in their power to find an 

equalizer.  



 

Liyema Waqu was having none of this down-to-the-wire nonsense 

and took it upon himself to sweep the ball into the Bosch goal, taking 

the score to an unassailable 3-1.  

 

This was a great victory for the team and one that was thoroughly 

deserved. We make the trip down to Cavan Road this week to face 

an even tougher opponent, Wynberg - which again will require a 

performance out of the top draw.  

 

U14C: 

The U14C hockey team played a much-anticipated match against 

Rondebosch on Friday afternoon. The boys were excited to go up 

against their rivals and they were determined to play a good match.  

 

Unfortunately we lost 0-3, but the game saw a much-improved play 

from our team, especially in the second half. The boys’ performance 

showed an improvement in their passing skills, as well as a strong 

defence. Luke Holman, our goalie, performed outstandingly as he 

stopped a few potential goals which would have seen the score 

escalating.  

 

A special mention must also go to Bryan Carstens who really stood 

out in this game. We look forward to our match against Wynberg this 

next week. 

 
SACS vs RBHS HOCKEY RESULTS 

1st & 2nd June 2018 
 
 

TEAM OPPOSITION Score 

U19A RBHS 19A 1  -  2 

U19B RBHS 19B 1  -  3 

U19C RBHS 19C 0  -  3 

U19D RBHS 19D 0  -  3 

U19E RBHS 19E 0  -  6 

     

U16A RBHS U16A 2  -  1 

U16B RBHS U16B 1  -  1 



U16C RBHS U16C 2  -  1 

U16E RBHS U16D 6  -  1 

     

U15A RBHS U15A 0  -  0 

U16D RBHS U15B 0  -  3 

     

U14A RBHS 14A 1  -  2 

U14B RBHS 14B 3  -  1 

U14C RBHS 14C 0  -  1 

 PLAYED 14 

 WON 4 

 DRAWN 2 

 LOST 8 

 

SACS vs WBHS HOCKEY FIXTURES 
                                                 8th  June 2018 
 
 

TEAM OPPOSITION VENUE FIELD DATE TIME 
 

U19A WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8 19:15   

U19B WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8 18:00   

U19C WBHS SACS SACS Astro Friday 8 18:00   

U19D WBHS SACS SACS Astro Friday 8 17:00   

 
 

 

     

U16A WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8  17:00  

U15A WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8 16:00   

U16B WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 8 14:00   

U16C WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 8 16:00   

U16D WBHS SACS SACS Astro Friday 8 15:00   

U16E WBHS SACS SACS Astro Friday 8 14:00   

       

U14A WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8 15:00   

U14B WBHS WBHS Astro 1 Friday 8 14:00   

U14C WBHS WBHS Astro 2 Friday 8 15:00   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 


