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17 August 2018 
 

 

 
 

Dear Parents  
 
 

 
  

   

Congratulations to the Music Department on the Gala 
Concert presentation on the evening of Tuesday 7 August.  
All bands and ensembles were showcased and displayed 
the highest level of talent, industry and commitment.   
Thank you and congratulations to all the Music staff, the 
boys and particularly to the directors of these ensembles.  It 
was a most enjoyable evening. 

 

 
Last night a packed Hofmeyr Hall was treated to the most 
outstanding performance of the Infinity Old Boys Big Band 
Concert.  This was entertainment on another level and Mr 
Dan Shout and his team must be congratulated on a 
world class event.  So many Old Boys are giving back in 
such a positive way to their old school.  Thank you Mr 
Andrew Finlayson (Chairman of the OBU) and your team 
for your exciting vision of how the OBU can assist us in 
taking our school to even greater heights. 
 

It makes me even more confident that, whatever 
challenges we may face, they will be overcome and 
that, as we look toward to our two-hundredth year, our 
school will continue to flourish. 
 

Due to the short week last week this newsletter contains 
two weeks’ worth of SACS news.  This is outside of our 
normal fixtures and results which appear on the website 
and other media.  The range and scope of our SACS 
men’s achievements continues to amaze me. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
On a dreary Sunday morning (5 August), some of the 
SACS Interact boys helped the Friends of the Liesbeek 
initiative with a litter clean-up of the river.  The boys also 
spent their time creating pavement art to support the 
idea of Women's Month.  It was a good morning joining 
forces with the likes of Bishops and Rustenburg Girls’ High 
School to strive towards a common goal of rehabilitating 
stretches of the river system.  

  

 

 

Matthew Lotz competed in the 
Western Province Steenberg Junior 
Open on Sunday 5 August at 
Steenberg Golf Estate.  The 
tournament was played in trying 
weather, but on a beautiful golf 
course.  Matthew won the 
tournament with a score of seventy-
five.  Congratulations.  
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Matthew van der Merwe participated in the Western Cape 
leg of the Abhu Dabi Combat Club’s (ADCC) World 
Submission Fighting Federation Grappling Tournament this 
past weekend.  He competed in the 15 to 17 year under 
55kg division, winning silver.  Congratulations. 

  

 
Interact helped raise 
over one hundred 
books (in honour of 
Mandela's Century) for 
Jordan Coetzee's 
initiative this term.  
Some children's books 
were left-over from the 
initiative, so Interact 
paid a visit to Thomas 
Wildschutt Primary  
School.  We hope to 
potentially set up a 
relationship with this 
school to address the issues around literacy as they 
struggle to deal with more than thirteen languages 
spoken at the school. 

 

 
The boys, under the leadership 
of Andrew O’Brien, have 
produced a short film on 
Zanewonga Secondary.  This 
short film has been entered 
into the My Rode Reel 
Competition 2018.  It 
documents the daily struggle 

some South Africans face just to make it to their place of 
education.  To view the video and vote, please click on the 
following link: 

 

https://www.rode.com/myrodereel/watch/entry/5578 

  

 
Our Senior and Junior 
debating teams 
participated in the Western 
Province Championships 
held recently at the 
University of Cape Town.  
Hundreds of debaters from 
around the province 
participated over two days. 
 

Both of our teams each 
won two debates and lost 
two, but acquitted 
themselves very well as 
usual. 
 

We were delighted to hear that, in the Junior Section 
(Grade 8 and 9), Gregory van Selm was ranked third in the 
whole province.  This is a wonderful achievement given 
that he only started debating a few months ago.  Gregory 
has subsequently been invited to participate in the Western 
Province trials later this term.  Congratulations. 

 

 
Over the course of the examination season in May/June, a total of thirty SACS students wrote eighty-five exams in four 
subjects.  Whilst most boys took one subject, Zach Baskir and Moegammad-Galeem Kader wrote examinations in three 
subjects and Panashe Gundani, Christopher Allpass-Jackson, Bevan Alperstein, Gabriel Nichollas and Cameron Worthington 
wrote examinations in two subjects.  Across both AS and A-Levels, we achieved an eight two percent pass rate with two 
Grade A’s, two Grade B’s and seven Grade C’s.  The top achievers for the various subjects are as follows: 
 

MATHEMATICS ENGLISH LITERATURE CHEMISTRY PHYSICS 
Jarred McGinty (A-Level) 

Oliver Borg (AS Level) Zach Baskir (AS Level) Julian Weimann (AS Level) Moegammad-Galeem Kader 
(AS Level) 

 

Congratulations to all the boys who take these courses.  For SACS A-Level students, they are studying subjects which are 
more rigorous than our local NSC courses.  On top of this, our students cover the work in about a quarter of the time taken in 
the United Kingdom.  This is done on top of a full school day, including sport and culture! Thus to even pass (grade E) is an 
outstanding achievement, showing persistence and a high degree of organisational and independent study skills. 

    

 
 
 

https://www.rode.com/myrodereel/watch/entry/5578
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The Interact Committee have decided to start the sanitary 
pad drive once again this year.  We have chosen Sithembele 
Mathiso School as the recipient of these sanitary pads as the 
pads will be donated to the six hundred and ten girls at the 
school.  We seldom realize that these girls are often in a 
frustrating and disheartening situation as they decide to miss 
school due to natural factors that are beyond their control.  
As the month of August celebrates women, we felt that it 
would be very appropriate to celebrate and support young 
women in this regard.  
 

On Tuesday, 21 August at 7:00am, the Prefects will be 
standing at the entrance to the campus (by the tennis courts 
and aqua centre) and will be collecting any donations of 
sanitary wear, as well as monetary donations, which they will 
use it to purchase the sanitary wear.  We would definitely 
appreciate the support of the parent body in this regard and 
thank you in advance for your support of this cause. 

 

 

 

 
Six SACS scholars recently represented South Africa in the 
Youth World Cup Touch-Rugby Tournament held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.  Fabrice Nahimana, Thurston Cloete, 
Kabelo Mokoena and Matthew Venier played in the U18 
men’s team, whilst Joshua Whittingdale and Connor 
Abrahams played in the U18 mixed and U20 mixed teams 
respectively.  They all received bronze medals, in a 
tournament dominated by the overall winners Australia, with 
New Zealand coming second.  Reports indicate that this was 
an incredible experience for our SACS men. 

 

 

On Saturday 18 August 
2018 (this weekend), two 
of the Aon U18 
International Rugby Series 
matches will take place 
on our campus.  Wales 
play France at 12:15pm 
and South Africa play 
England at 2:05pm.  
Please join us for these 
exciting matches. 

 
 

 
We would like to thank all the boys who donated blood two 
weeks ago (6 August).  We had our best attendance to date 
at the clinic, with seventy-six full pints of blood being 
donated.  We also had twenty-five boys who donated blood 
for the first time.   

 

 
A reminder that there is 
still time to purchase 
tickets for the SACS 
Rugby Fundraiser.   
 

To participate in the 
raffle, please visit: 

 

www.fieldofdreams.co 
 

 

 
Due to the school being used as a Marking Centre by the 
Western Cape Education Department (WCED) at year-end, 
we have been forced to move our calendar forward.  The 
last official day for our boys (Grade 8 to 11) is Monday 26 
November 2018.  Examinations will end on this day, followed 
by final assembly.  We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause, but these are factors beyond our control. 

 

  

 
 
 

http://www.fieldofdreams.co/
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In collaboration with EdTech South Africa, we hosted the Google Summit this past weekend with 
two hundred or so teachers in attendance, one from as far afield as Nigeria.  This Summit is for 
classroom teachers, administrators, tech coordinators and coaches interested in learning how 
Google's suite of tools for education can enhance student learning, teacher efficiency, and 
digital age learning. 
 

As far as SACS itself is concerned, we are experiencing different levels of adoption and use.  We 
acknowledge that our Educators have embraced the technology to a greater or lesser extent 
and teacher development is an ongoing process, but I wonder if you as parents are aware of 
the potent educational tools available to your sons, independent of how much use is being 
made by the teacher at the current time? 
 

Each boy has a personal account on the School domain which gives access to the Google 
Suite of apps - the Chrome browser with all its apps and extensions, Google Classroom, Google 
Drive, Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms, Sites, Calendar, Hangouts, Maps, Google Earth and 
more.  These tools allow your sons to research, collaborate, work efficiently, connect with their 
peers, share ideas in real time, seek support and create their own content.  Being cloud-based, 
students can work on any connected device wherever they are.  They can work offline - work 
syncs as soon as they are back online. Work is saved automatically.  The G Suite has an 
intentionally simple design which allows the focus to be on the content. 
 

Classroom is a learning platform for distributing and collecting and assessing student work.  
Google Docs allow multiple students to easily edit, comment on and view a single document in real 
time.  Forms allows for collecting data and displaying same in a graph or in a spreadsheet.  Google 
Sites is a collaborative web page creation tool.  Google Slides is a collaborative and visual space that 
allows your sons to create and share.  The Youtube app in the G Suite gives access to a veritable video 
editing studio and users can create, share and view content within the school domain.  Youtube has 
also become a powerful search engine in its own right.  Even Gmail is developing a missing email 
culture amongst your sons. 
 

Google has the power to redefine what the learning 
space looks like.  This is a learning space where students 
gather feedback from their peers, where they jump into a 
document and collaborate, a virtual space where they 
can gather in a Hangout and help one another, a space 
that amplifies teaching, where your sons interact with and 
learn from one another and where they reflect on 

concepts and ideas. 
 

So then, it is time to be asking a different set of questions.  Not only asking if the 
teachers are using it as they should, or whether Chromebooks should be compulsory or 
are in fact even necessary, or whether mobile phones are a distraction or a powerful 
learning opportunity, but whether your son is aware of the powerful tools at his disposal and is making full use of them.  Also ask 
whether you as his parent are aware and encouraging of a technology that can transform his learning and simultaneously teach the 
soft skills that are so necessary at university and in the workplace. Article by Mr Chris Jones, Deputy Headmaster. 
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This weekend our rugby and hockey teams play against 
Rondebosch Boys’ High School.  Our First Rugby Team play 
on Saturday at 11h50 (Tinkie Heyns Field) and our First 
Hockey Team on Friday at 19h35 (Western Province Cricket 
Club A).  I wish all our young men well for the weekend 
ahead and I look forward to supporting them at various 
activities. 

 

 
The annual Christopher Brown Concert takes place on the 
evening of Tuesday 21 August.  The venue for the concert 
is the Hofmeyr Hall, entry is free of charge and it will 
commence at 7:00pm.  All are welcome to attend and 
support our talented musicians.  Please also see the 
invitation below to the Boys to Men Choir Festival. 
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Yours sincerely 

 
B.J. GRANT  
HEADMASTER 
 
 


