16 February 2018

Dear Parents

After an exceptional performance by our Marimba Band in assembly this morning, which certainly set the tone for a
bright and happy day, I addressed the serious ongoing matter of the values and ethos that we attach to all we do at
SACS. Included in these are the determination in striving for excellence and the will to be the best we can possibly be
in all that we do. This must always be tempered by a value system that emphasises fair play, honesty, empathy for
others and the ability to do “the right thing” in the tasks we carry out. In school sport, such a vital part of our
curriculum, we seem to have lost our way somewhat in our country when it comes to the values and standards that
we hold ourselves accountable to. Overzealous educators, coaches, parents and Old Boys, with a win-at-all-cost
mentality or those that allow their own egos to be dictated to by a schoolboy sports result, set the wrong example for
our young men to follow. It is very easy to get caught up in it, and it often happens without people even realising it.
The “who me?” syndrome. We must guard at all costs against this ever becoming part of our ethos at SACS and I ask
all members of our community to support the school at all times in protecting our ethos and the values we hold dear.

Reece Burger broke the U15 100m (11.3 seconds) and 200m (23.5 seconds) records at Athletics Day on Tuesday.
These are exceptional achievements and we congratulate this very talented young athlete.
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The U19 Coxless Four won gold in the Selborne Sprint
Regatta in East London, while the First Eight came
fourth in the same event, also over 1000 metres.
Unfortunately they failed to qualify for the finals of
the longer Buffalo Regatta raced over 2km.
A special mention must be made of Daniel SchorrSeymour (U16) who tore a hamstring half way
through their 1000m heat and rowed until the end to
help his crew come second and make the final.

The SACS Old Boys’ Third Water Polo Team is madeup of five dads (all SACS Old Boys) and their sons
(four of whom are currently at SACS and one who
has matriculated). Pictured in this photograph are
four of the dads and theirs sons.

One of our largest trees on campus was struck by
lightening during the thunderstorm on Tuesday
evening. This tree is a very valuable tree for SACS
and was planted by Ohlssen more than 200 years
ago. The tree specialists were called and we are
pleased to report that, with a bit of tree ointment,
our tree will survive and that it does not constitute a
safety risk.
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James Paul and Ryan Ball (both Grade 11) were part
of a team that won the relay catergory of the
Schools Supersprint in the Discovery Duathlon. Oliver
Finley (Grade 8) also participated in the Discovery
Duathlon and won his race. Well done to these
young men.

The SACS First Cricket Team participated in the
Somerset College T20 Tournament on Sunday. SACS
beat Paul Roos Gymnasium by thirty-eight runs in the
semi-final, but lost to Rondebosch Boys’ High School
in the final by fifty-three runs.

The SACS Mountain Bike Club were very fortunate to
ride with Alan Hatherly, U23 World Championship
Silver Medalist, on Tuesday last week.
Sameer Gangraker (Grade 11) completed the 99er
64km cycle race last weekend. He finished in a time
of 1:50:08, placing first out of 525 participants.
Congratulations.

Thank you to everyone who bought roses for
Valentines Day and supported our Interact Club. The
proceeds will go towards purchasing learning
material for Zanewonga High School (Eastern Cape
Outreach). The Interact boys are also currently
creating various calendar activities. This year they
plan to help the Happy Hearts Academy, Floreat
Primary School and Fun Frenzy at Bishops.

A reminder to all matric parents and their sons that
there is an important information evening on
Monday 19 February 2018 at 6:00pm in the Hofmeyr
Hall.
Our cricketers compete against Bellville High School
this weekend and our water polo players against
Wynberg Boys’ High School. Our First Cricket Team
play on Saturday at 9:30am (A) and our First Water
Polo Team on Friday at 7:00pm (H). Our oarsmen
compete in the Western Cape Championships and
our U14 water polo team for the Dave Pitcairn Cup,
hosted by Reddam.

The annual Walter Swanson Concert takes place on
Tuesday 20 February 2018 at 7:00pm in the Hofmeyr
Hall. This promises to be an interesting and exciting
evening, with an external adjudicator commenting
on the performances and selecting a winner. All are
welcome. Entry is free.
Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER
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