8 March 2019
Dear Parents

Last week I wrote about our current Grade 10s exceptional
performances in the benchmark Systemic tests. This week we
have had further positive feedback in the form of praise for our
staff and boys from the Western Cape Education Department. It
is great to see the school’s achievements recognised.
Every week at SACS is busy, but the last one has had so much
happening, one wonders how we fit it all in. Amongst multiple
highlights, our all-conquering water polo team has won another
major National tournament.
I have written before of the
exceptional ambassadors that these young men and their
coaches have been for our school. On Sunday, in addition to
winning the tournament, they were again awarded the Fair Play
Trophy for sportsmanship. They have made friends all around
the country and, once again, proved the adage that ‘nice guys
are not winners’ to be incorrect. I could not be prouder of this
team!
There have been wonderful performances from all our sports
and these are further showcased in the body of the newsletter.
The first and third term compete well for the “busiest” title. This
term, with its early start and earlier finish, has been frenetic.
Many of our staff and pupils are visibly and understandably
fatigued. And yet, there has been such a positive energy around
our school this term, despite the many challenges. Next Friday
will arrive and we must use the holiday period to recharge our
batteries and harness the positive energy going forward into the
second term.
On Wednesday, as part of the International Boys Schools
Coalition Conference in Pretoria, member schools met to
discuss the role of sport in the general South African
educational landscape. There was universal support from all
members present for SACS in the stance we have taken in
breaking off all sporting contact with Paarl Boys’ High School for
what we deem to be their unethical practices.
With that in mind we have to constantly evaluate and hold ourselves accountable to the values, standards and ethics that we as a
school set for ourselves in all aspects. As we transition from Summer to Winter sport, it is good to take cognisance of these
things again. A parent behaving inappropriately on the side of a field, for instance, sets us back in this regard and we will not
tolerate it. Saying we are better than others is not a good enough excuse for poor behaviour. We must be beyond reproach at all
times and this applies to our players, coaches and parents. The illustration pictured above is useful to us as parents.

Our School Governing Body (SGB) is looking to appoint an individual to manage the SACS Sports Shop. This appointment
will be on a part-time employment basis. We are inviting applicants from the SACS community, before advertising in the
general public. The specifications are as follows:
The school is looking to employ a parent from within SACS High or the broader family, including the Junior School, to run
and manage our Sports Shop located on the campus.
Stock management and placement of clothing orders

Liaison with staff and Heads of sport from both the Junior
and Senior Schools, regarding the various clothing items
and requirements
Receiving and collection of orders and quality control

Engaging with existing suppliers and sourcing new where
required
Working with the school bursars to manage stock and
auditing duties
Attention to detail
Energetic and enthusiastic

Working hours will be discussed during an interview.

Good communicator
Customer Service

Sales experience an advantage
IT skills - point of sales software experience an advantage
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This past weekend our Interact helped the Friends of the
Liesbeek and other school outreach groups to clean a
section of the Liesbeek River. The goal is to someday divide
the river's banks into small indigenous gardens managed by
the neighbouring schools. It was a good day to meet fellowminded students and help the environment.
On Friday, our students tutored some young gentlemen from
the Happy Hearts Sports Academy in Mathematics and
Science. We have been working with the Happy Hearts
Academy for some years now and have been steadily
building our relationship. This year the tutoring will be
conducted several times each term on Fridays. It is a great
way for our SACS gentlemen to form a sustained effort in an
outreach activity for years to come. We hope to continue
this relationship, and any donations towards transport and
resources would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Mr
Stuart Barnard (barnards@sacollege.org.za) or Mr Barry
van Selm (vanselmb@sacollege.org.za) in this regard.

Our water polo club achieved fantastic
success in Johannesburg this past
weekend with all three age-groups
reaching their respective finals. The U14s
lost 2-4 to Rondebosch Boy’s High School
to end second in the Ken Short
Tournament at Jeppe High School for
Boys and the U15s 7-8 to Bishops to earn
silver in the Indigo Tournament at
Parktown Boy’s High School. The First
Team, however, defeated St John’s
College in the final of the King Edward VII
Tournament, winning 13-9. Liam Dawson,
Jordan Thomas and Sebastian Williams
were named in the Tournament Team.
Jordan was named as best defender and
Liam as best attacker and player of the
tournament. SACS also won the Fair Play
Trophy for the third successive year.
Thanks to all the players, parents, staff
and coaches who all contribute so
positively to the continued success of
SACS water polo.
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The South African Rowing Championships took place last weekend at the Roodeplaat
Dam in Pretoria. Their results are: U19 8+ first in B Final, U19 4- third in A Final, U19
4+ second in B Final, U16 4+ sixth in A final and U15 4x+ eighth in A final.
Congratulations
to
our
U19
Coxless
Four
for
winning
bronze.
We are immensely proud of our oarsmen, Head Coach (Reece McDonald) and all our
coaches for all the dedicated hours of training and effort they put in. A special thank
you must go to our exceptionally loyal and hard-working rowing parents, and
especially Andrew Maynard, Brendon Drummond-Hay and Fred Coetzee who towed
our boats to Roodeplaat and then back to Cape Town.

Nathan Ansell (pictured right)
received the Senior Dr Melle Cup
this week for his 75 not-out for the
First Team in a 149 run win against
Wynberg Boys’ High School. Nathan
was also involved in a 50 run last
wicket partnership with Anda
Dilima.
Ryan Cleworth (pictured right)
received the Junior Cup for taking
5/25 for the U14B team, which
became
a
match
winning
performance.
Rihaz Fredericks, Daniel Smith and
Kai Curran have played 50 games
for the First Team. They were given
small bats with names engraved to
recognise
this
outstanding
achievement (pictured left).
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Luke MacKrill recently received his Western Province Provincial
Colours for Mixed Martial Arts (Kickboxing), and placed third in
his age and belt division at the South African National
Championships. In doing so, he has been invited to represent
South Africa later this year at the ISKA International Martial Arts
Championships which takes place in Florida. Congratulations
Luke.

Our Summer sports fixtures have concluded for the season. This
weekend sees the first rugby fixtures of the season, taking place
at the Brackenfell High School Rugby Festival on Saturday.
I wish our rugby boys well for their first fixture of the season and
look forward to supporting them from the sidelines.

Mr Torben Wiborg, Head of Academics, attended the awards
ceremony of the Western Cape Education Department’s Systemic
Tests 2018. Pictured right are Mr Brian Schreuder (Head of
Education in the Western Cape), Mr Torben Wiborg and Ms
Debbie Schäfer (Minister of Education in the Western Cape).

Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER
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Matric years with the most Rhodes Scholars:
1949
1965
1992

Victoria Scholarship (free academic fees (first date)) and Rhodes
Scholars (date in brackets) continued:

WYN RIGAL, LEONARD HOFFMANN, BENNIE
RABINOWITZ
DAVID FREEDBERG, IAN GLENDAY,
GEOFFREY PASVOL
ADAM PASTER, CONSTANTIN VON DER
HEYDEN, JUSTIN WHITTON

1998
2004
2005
2007

NEIL KRUGER (2004)
BRENNAN HODKINSON (2010)
VINESH RAJPAUL (2012)
MATTHEW DAVEY (2013)
Head Prefect brothers:

Rhodes Scholars and Yale Scholars:
DAVID FREEDBERG and IAN GLENDAY

ROBIN HOPKINS (1996) AND PATRICK HOPKINS (2000) - both
were Victoria Scholarship winners

Brothers who won Rhodes Scholarships:

Head Prefects and Rhodes Scholars:

ERROL and TREVOR NORWITZ

1957

Victoria Scholarship (free academic fess (first date)) and Rhodes
Scholars (date in brackets):

1963
1965

1949
1974
1978
1980

BENNIE RABINOWITZ (1952), LEONARD
HOFFMANN (1953)
PETER BRUYNS (1981) (current parent)
JOHN ROOME (1982)
RICHARD BIGGS (1984)

1969
1982
1987
1988
1993
1996
1998
2005
2008

(Head of King’s College – our UK exchange school)

1986
1988
1990

JOHN TUDOR (1991)
JONATHAN FOLB (1992)
PAUL BLOMERUS (1994)
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IAN JONES
(played one rugby test match for Wales)
IAN WOOD
IAN GLENDAY
(also a Yale and Victoria Scholar)
DIRK KEMP
TREVOR NORWITZ
JOHN TUDOR
JONATHAN FOLB
BRENTON BROWN
ROBIN HOPKINS
SALIH SOLOMON
BRENNAN HODKINSON
MATTHEW DAVEY

