17 May 2019

Dear Parents

Competing against other top academic schools in the country, our Grade 12 Minquiz Science Team were last night named
as the number one school in the Western Cape. This is a tremendous achievement and our young men will now go on to
represent the Western Cape in the National Competition. Huge congratulations to our Science Department and our team
which consists of Zach Baskir, Daniel Tukker, Bevan Alperstein and Christopher Allpass-Jackson. Well done gentlemen.
Last week our Old Boys’ Union hosted its Legacy Dinner with
special guest and speaker, Professor Thuli Madonsela. It
truly was a privilege for all present to spend time in the
company of this remarkable person. The depth of her
humility and her amazing courage left a deep impression on
everyone present. The evening was a tremendous success and our SACS community were extremely
generous in their support of our school. Old Boys’ Union Chairman, Andrew Finlayson, and his team must be
thanked and congratulated for putting together and hosting this superb event.
Congratulations to all our musicians who took part in the Cape Town Eisteddfod, as well as the Windworx
Festival. Glowing reviews have been received all round. Our Music Department remains world class!

Some of our boys and a staff member have recently contracted German Measles.
Parents, please be aware of the symptoms and consult your doctor immediately if any
of these are present.
If there are any parents of hockey players who have not received the last two hockey
newsletters, please drop Mr Wilson an e-mail so that he can add you to the mailing list.
wilsonmp@sacollege.org.za.
Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER
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Our Rugby and Hockey Teams play against Rondebosch Boys’ High School this
weekend away.
The First Rugby Team kick off at 12:15pm on Saturday (Tinkie Heyns field) and
our First Hockey Team play at 7:35pm on Friday (WPCC A), whilst our mountain
bikers compete against Parel Vallei on Saturday.
I look forward to supporting our boys this weekend and wish them well for the
week ahead.

Blues (Full Colours]) for sport were first awarded at Oxford and Cambridge
Universities in 1904, as one of the first items of business of the newly formed
Sports Union, with retrospective awards made back to 1870. Initially, awards were
made automatically to all participants in an intervarsity contest, with the level (Full
or Half Blue) dependant on the sport.
At SACS, a General Committee of School Institutions held its first meeting on
Wednesday 7 August 1912 – among its functions it was to award merit badges at
the end of the season to participants in: cricket, rugby, football, association football,
shooting and swimming. (pictured is the 1913 Committee).

Later Colours/Blues were introduced at the school and the now defunct White
Blazers were worn by Full Blue recipients. The material was imported from
overseas and by the early 1980s became far too expensive. It was then that a
decision was taken to make what was then the First Team blazer, the new Full
Blues blazer.
By the late 1980s colours were awarded for sport, academic and for cultural
activities. Thus at the turn of the Century there emerged the prestigious TRIPLE
BLUE award (backdated to 1999) – academics, sport and culture [now ONLY music,
drama or debating]. The idea for the award came from a parent whose family
presented a large sum of money to the school – from the interest accrued,
recipients of the Triple Blue Award were to receive R20 000 towards the first
year fees of their tertiary education.

Professor Albie Sachs, it is with great pride that your alma mater, the South
African College High School, presents you with the first SPECTEMUR AGENDO
AWARD in recognition of your remarkable contribution to peace, justice and
democracy in our country. Your life and career stand as an inspiration to all South
Africans at this vital stage of transformation and reconciliation.

Pictured below: the new Blues Blazer (left), the old Blues Blazer (middle) and
Matthew Pretorius (right) who is the 12th recipient of the Triple Blue Award.

We salute your unselfish, untiring opposition to injustice in our land – in the face of
detention, solitary confinement, banning, restriction and finally 24 years of political
exile. You squared up to evil, and made enormous sacrifices – none more obvious
than the physical scars that you bear of the 1988 Maputo bomb-blast – in the
pursuit of your beliefs and ideals. As a writer, academic, political philosopher and
constitutional expert, your contribution to the rebuilding of our society has been –
and continues to be – immense, and symbolises the triumph of the human spirit
over oppression and atrocity. Your new role as guardian of our country’s fine
new constitution is just reward for – and fitting tribute to – your lifelong struggle
to see right prevail.
Your school is proud of you and proud of your association with us. Few people
have more completely embodied the spirit of the school motto: “Spectemur
Agendo” – “Let us be judged by our deeds”.
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