24 May 2019

Dear Parents

The school takes on a whole different tone and mood with the commencement of the writing of exams. It is mostly a very positive one. The mid-year exam is an important
one and I encourage all of our young men to achieve to the best of their abilities. At the same time, our extra-mural program continues and we have big fixtures ahead over
the next two weekends. I encourage and expect our SACS men to give of our absolute best over these encounters as well. I look forward to sharing them with you.
Congratulations to Bevan Alperstein (U19C), William Tweddle (U19B), Zach Baskir (U19B),
Michael Tukker (U19C) and Andrew Junor (U16B) who have been selected for Western
Province Squash. Congratulations to Jasper Zoutendyk who took part in the U19
Western Cape Boxing Championships and after a hard fight in the final was judged 3-2
in his opponent’s favour, receiving a Silver medal.
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Our Rugby Teams play against Paarl Gymnasium and our Hockey Teams against
Stellenberg High School this weekend.
The First Rugby Team kick off at 12:00pm on Saturday (Memorial A Field) and our
First Hockey Team play at 6:45pm on Friday (Brewery Astroturf).

Our first home inter-schools Mountain Biking
fixture was held at the University of Cape Town’s
single Mountain Bike track last Saturday. Our
opponents were Parel Vallei.
The event was split into A and B League races.
The A League ride is for 30 minutes, plus one
additional lap. The B League ride is for 20 minutes, plus one additional lap. The points
are calculated on the finishing position of each rider. Parel Vallei won the A League by
46 points to our 65 points, as well as the B League by 50 points to our 69 points.
Twenty-two SACS riders took part in the fixture and we look forward to increasing
this number as these fixtures become more regular.
In other Mountain Biking news, Luke Moir and Kai von During took part in the Western
Cape XCO Race on the weekend. Both Luke and Kai performed exceptionally well. Kai
finished second overall in the U16 category, whilst Luke won the U18 Junior Men
category.

Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER

John Hendricks was the Senior Caretaker at SACS from 1910 to 1947. The school
magazine in 1947 noted: “It was 37 years ago that John Hendricks came to SACS.
For 37 years he worked here as Senior Caretaker. He became an institution – just
as much as the bell he used to ring, and the Detention Book he used to carry
around every afternoon. On the morning of Saturday 15 March he was knocked
down by a trackless tram in Darling Street and died the following Monday in Groote
Schuur Hospital. He was a loyal worker and one whose love for school and
country knew no limit. His record here will testify to the first. The fact that he
spent the 1914 – 1918 World War in the trenches of France aptly proves the
second. At his funeral four Prefects bore his coffin – a last tribute to a man who
had served their school so well for 37 years.”
In 1927 J.E.T. (Willem) Williams started working at SACS and on the death of John
Hendricks, ‘Willem’ took over as Senior Caretaker, a position he held until he retired
in January of 1960.
On 14 May 1950 at the age of 15, Willem’s son, Stanley, joined the SACS staff. On
his father’s retirement in January of 1960 Stanley took over as Senior Caretaker –
a position he held until he retired in December 1998 having given the school nearly
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Interact has had a constructive second term and we are proud of the various
projects they have been involved in. Happy Hearts tutoring has continued each
Friday, with the Happy Hearts students benefiting from the sustained effort of
SACS gentlemen and the familiarity that brings as a mentor. The Interact
gentlemen helped at a water table during the Two Oceans marathon, along with a
few other schools. Further combined efforts between a few southern suburbs
schools, Bishops and Friends of the Liesbeek River continue as space is being
cleared to bring indigenous flora and fauna back to the canal's river banks.
Ibrahim Mahmood, Head of Interact, represented SACS at the annual Rotarian
dinner and delivered a great commentary on our current position as a Club. He
emphasised our desire to help other schools and their projects, as well as our goal
to focus on projects that we can replicate and continue elsewhere or that are
sustainable. The tour to Zanewonga leaves at the end of this term and is one of
the largest projects of the year. Fourteen SACS boys and Fourteen Springfield
girls combine to tutor in the Eastern Cape.

49 years of loyal service. Stanley Williams endeared himself to generations of
SACS boys. He is of the ‘Old World’ – a man with strong religious convictions,
absolute integrity and unfailing loyalty. (At the time of writing this article he is alive
and well at the ripe age of 85!) SACS thus owes much to the Williams family – a
part of its fabric for 7 decades!
Philip Samuels started working at SACS in 1964 and on Stanley’s retirement in
1998 he took over as Senior Caretaker, a position he held until his retirement in
2012, after 48 years of service to SACS.
THUS the four gentlemen served the school as Caretaker from 1910 to 2012. A
REMARKABLE 102 YEARS! On their retirement, Mr Stanley Williams and Mr Philip
Samuels were made honourary members of the SACS Old Boys’ Union.
MRS MAGGIE MOSES: anyone who was at Rosedale between 1926 and the end of
the second term of 1974 will remember Mrs Moses with great affection! Kind,
understanding and always gracious, Mrs Moses gave Rosedale an amazing 48
years of her life
MRS LENIE JACKSON: Mrs Jackson worked in the staffroom from 1973 until her
retirement in 1990. For 17 years she endeared herself to the SACS staff and was
both friend and confidante, serving the staff was never a chore to her and it gave
her pleasure to please people.
MRS CHRISTINE FORTUIN: Mrs Fortuin took over from Mrs Jackson and gave the
school and the staff nearly 28 years of service. As Mr Chris Jones noted in his
fine tribute to her: “she has become part of the fabric of the institution and a
fountain of knowledge of all things SACS. Fortuin means fortune when derived
from Dutch and little fort if from the French. Mrs Fortuin is both. She has been a
fortune to SACS over nearly three decades and equally is a fortress to her own
family.” She retired at the end of 2018.
These SEVEN SACS STALWARTS gave the school an amazing 195 years of service
– beat that!
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