16 August 2019

Dear Parents

Our School Governing Body held a special meeting this week to
critically examine our strategic vision going forward around the key
pillars of academics, culture, sport, service and nation building.
There is so much intellect and positive energy poured out through
healthy debate and these occasions that I cannot help but be
confident and excited about the path that lies ahead for our school.
A loyal and supportive old scholar has just reminded me that “the
road that lies ahead is always under construction.” Even when we
believe we have reached certain goals we can never rest on our
laurels. We need to constantly critique and find ways to improve
while accepting the challenge of maintaining the high standards we
have set.
One of the things that set SACS apart is the opportunity to study AS
and A-Levels parallel to our curriculum. Mrs Siso’s report on the
fantastic results that our young men have returned points further to
the academic rigour so firmly entrenched in our school and which
we are determined to see continue grow. Congratulations to all our
staff and SACS men who have excelled in this endeavour.
Last night I watched three of our Matrics play their last derby
squash match against Wynberg Boys’ High School. There was a
fair amount of emotion involved as our guys gave it their all. This
scenario will be repeated for all of our Matrics taking part this
weekend, and I wish you well. Another step in the journey will be
completed.

This weekend we compete against
Wynberg Boys’ High School. Our
First Rugby Team play at 12:30pm on
Saturday on Wynberg Boys’ High
School’s Hawthornden Field, whilst
our First Hockey Team play on Friday
at 7:30pm on our Brewery Astroturf.
I wish everyone an enjoyable last
derby weekend and look forward to
watching from the sidelines.

Congratulations to Joshua
Miller on his selection for
the Cape Town Metro
Schools
Basketball
Representative Team that
will participate in the
Western Cape Play-Offs.

All parents, students and staff are welcome to attend
the SACS Futurist Society Evening Talk on Tuesday
20 August 2019 at 6:00pm in the Library. The talk will
conclude at 7:30pm and will be on the topic of Bitcoin
and the future of money. The guest speaker for the
evening is someone from Luno.
If you would like to attend the talk, please confirm
your attendance on the following link:
bit.ly/future20august

From 15 August to 15 September 2019 MySchool will
be waiving the card costs, so during this period each
sign up for a MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card is for
free. All you need to do is SMS the word “JOIN” and
our school’s name to 31231, and they will call you to
sign up (SMS if free). Please support us.
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This week we received the AS and A-Level results for the
examinations taken in May/June this year. Overall we had 38
candidates sitting the examinations in Mathematicss and
English AS Levels (year 1) and A-Levels (year 2), and the
results are outstanding, with one A* grade (highest A-Level
award), two A grades (highest AS Level award), three B
grades and nine C grades. Special mention must go to
Oliver Borg (Grade 12) who achieved an A* in A-Level
Mathematics with 93%, Emmanuel Rassou (Grade 9) who
achieved an A in AS Level Mathematics with 96% and
Marshall Mac Neill (Grade 11) who achieved an A in AS Level
English with 89%.
All the other graded results are listed and to put these
results in perspective, it must be mentioned that SACS
learners study the AS and A-Levels in 25% of the time that is
recommended by Cambridge Assessment and the depth of
study is a minimum of 40% more than Matric level. In the UK,
most of the top-performing universities look to offer places
to students who achieve three A-Levels from Grades A-E,
depending upon the course. Like in South Africa, the more
challenging a Bachelor's course, the higher the grade offer
e.g. to study Veterinary Sciences, students are required to
obtain A grades in Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology and/or
Physics. Thus to even pass (grade E) is a phenomenal
achievement and will help to prepare SACS learners for the
rigor, challenge and independent learning style at university.
All the learners listed should be enormously proud of their
achievements.

James Drummond
Roberto Gonzallez
Zachariah Lewis
Zafar Logday
Thomas Russell

C
D
E
C
C

Zach Baskir
Panashe Gundani
Liam Gildenhuys
Harry Hugill

B
C
C
D

Connor Abrahams
Christopher
AllpassJackson
Bevan Alperstein
Gage Courie

D
D
C
D

Christopher Breetzke
Alexander Daneels
Jack Grimston
Stuart Heath
Gregory Hoyle
Zachariah Lewis
Michael Maynard
Thomas Neff
Thomas Roomes
Thomas Russell
Bradley Virgin

D
C
D
E
D
E
E
C
D
E
B

Max Hall
Nathan Haskins
Kyle Kritzinger
Michael van Rensburg
Cameron Worthington

B
C
E
E
E

Special thanks also go to Mr Jones, Ms Nel, Mr Skeat and Mr
Wessellink who taught the AS and A level courses.
If you would like more information about the enrichment and
extension programmes offered at SACS through Cambridge
Assessment,
please
contact
Dawn
Siso
(sisod@sacollege.org.za).

Once again the Christopher Brown Competition provided a
very special evening’s entertainment. On Tuesday evening,
twenty-one entries were adjudicated by Mrs Linda Claassen
who paid tribute to the boys on their high standard and hard
work. In the instrumental section, she awarded first place to
Dylan Crous, saxophone, with Roberto Gonzallez winner of
the vocal category. Congratulations to the runners-up,
Sebastian Long and Oliver Liddle. It was good to see the
variety of instruments on the programme: voice, piano,
guitar, alto saxophone, clarinet, flute, trumpet, soprano
saxophone, euphonium, harpsichord and cello. A special
thank you to Miguel De Nys and Uzair Abader for their
accompaniments and to Julie Burls for the flower
arrangement.
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Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER

June 1945: ‘Your magazine is forty
years old today. It started off in June
1905. Its first Manager was the
Headmaster-to-be, Mr W. Baxter, its
editor J. Kingon and there were 28
pages in all!
June 1945 article:
‘In the beginning’: The year 1829, the
year of the foundation of the South
African College, seems very far away.
By 1831 the number of pupils was 150
with a prep enrolment of 180. The first
annual Prize Giving took place in 1830 –
one of the junior prize winners, D.
Fraenkel, on receiving his awards
proceeded to give thanks in Latin for 13
minutes!
December 1948:
This year it was
decided to inaugurate a new dance i.e.
the ‘Matric Farewell Dance’. This dance
gives the Standard 9s (Grade 11s) a
chance to help in the organisation,
which will be good experience for them.
The June 1949 magazine paid tributes to
two very, very famous Old Boys of the
school, who had passed away – J.H.
Hofmeyr and W.A. (Billy) Millar.
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