
   

 

 

 

24 MAY 2019 
 



As expected, we came up against some tough opposition this past weekend 

against Rondebosch. They have always been the school against which we 

measure ourselves, and the play is always hard, but fair. The atmosphere at 

WPCC is always buzzing as the clubhouse fills with not only hockey supporters, 

but general club members relaxing at the end of a week. The stands were 

packed and the climax of the evening was a pulsating First Team match with 

SACS scoring a very late equaliser. 

 

Although the play is always hard, there was a special moment in the First Team 

match which spoke volumes. Late in the match, SACS’ Tom van Niekerk went 

down with severe cramp in his leg, and the first person to reach him to try and 

help was a Rondebosch player. Nice touch! 

 

This weekend we take on Stellenberg at home and, given what a beautiful day 

it is outside, this evening could just be the perfect time to be at the astro. 

(Unfortunately the WPCC A-field lights are not photographer-friendly, so I 

apologise for the grainy nature of some photos.)  

Breaking News! 

The WP U14 Disas squad has been announced and is dominated by SACS. 

Of the 15 boys in the squad, 9 are from SACS. Anyone who has watched 

our U14A side will not be surprised. Heartiest congratulations to  Rogan Stirk, 

Luke Salters, Thomas Stuart, Wayne Madabva, Michael Cowan, Josh 

Opperman, Abdul-Sataar Allie, Rowan Davis and Dean Carrick! 



Below are the coaches’ match reports: 

1st XI: 

Away to Rondebosch at the WPCC A turf is a great place to play hockey. 

Friday was again no exception. The home crowd was vociferous but the away 

support turned out in numbers to create a great atmosphere. 

 

SACS started brightly, 

keeping possession and 

moving the 

Rondebosch defence 

from one side of the 

pitch to the other. 

Rondebosch looked to 

counter off turnover ball 

and gained entry to the 

SACS 23m area from 

one of these breaks. 

RBHS were awarded a 

penalty corner 

following a lapse in concentration from a SACS defender for not retreating 5m 

from the free hit, from which RBHS scored in the bottom left corner of the goal.  

 

Undeterred, SACS kept pushing and playing the hockey. The centre back 

pairing of Sam Gildenhuys (right) and 

Jamie Baxter did well to manipulate 

the RBHS forwards, and the outside 

halves were given room to creep up 

the line as Luke D'Aguiar and Nate 

Ansell helped create a back 5 

situation. Despite all the possession and 

determination to play, SACS still failed 

to create enough decent chances in 

the circle. The SACS team were 

probably a bit too guilty of playing 

towards the RBHS free man too much.  

 

The second half was an even more dominant display of ball movement and 

positional rotation by SACS. Dan Opperman played a terrific ball into the RBHS 

circle from which Tom van Niekerk deflected the ball just over the crossbar. 



RBHS sat deeper 

and deeper 

(parking the bus) 

and were happy to 

aerial the ball out of 

the own half to set 

up a defensive 

press again and 

again.  

 

I thought SACS had 

the breakthrough in 

the second half when a PC was awarded and a really well worked zig-zag 

allowed Dan Opperman to shoot, but it was saved by the goalkeeper. With a 

few minutes left on the clock, SACS were awarded another penalty corner, 

which Nathan Ansell (above) put past the keeper’s right foot to level the 

scores. Final score was a 1-1 draw. 

  

It was a frustrating game in that SACS limited RBHS so much, but were unable 

to convert chances earlier in the game, which would have most likely seen 

floodgates open for a SACS win. I look forward to hosting RBHS in term 3 in 

order to achieve this.  

 

2nd XI: 

 

This is always a very tough fixture. Tempo is high and usually a physical game. 

The team had a very good first half. Our ball possession was good and we 

retained the ball for long periods, thereby controlling most phases of play. Our 

first penalty corner would be our only one for the first half. After their first wave 

was sent to the half 

way line for breaking, 

we did a variation and 

Ibrahim Mahmood 

(seen on left 

defending) scored with 

a flick. At half time we 

were still one goal 

ahead. 

In the second half 

Rondebosch full-pressed us and were soon rewarded with an equalising goal. 

We also added to our pressure by trying to take the ball into contact and not 

keeping possession and moving our platform to the half way line to transfer 

the pressure on to Rondebosch.  



 



Defensively, the team made important saves to prevent the opposition scoring 

during their pressure phase and Gregory Hoyle made some telling saves. 

During the last few minutes of the match we got our second penalty corner of 

the match, which unfortunately went wide. We also created a couple of 

chances to score in the last two minutes.  

The draw was a pleasing result from a very tough encounter.  

3rd XI: 

Rondebosch are held in high regard in hockey circles, and rightly so. However, 

we were determined as a squad not to let our assumptions of their abilities get 

the better of us. The team were in a good head-space at the start of the game 

and possession was fairly equal between the two sides.  

 

Reuben Allies did a great job of playing in a striking position that did not allow 

the high-hanging Rondebosh centre-back much of the ball. This stifled their 

build-up play to a single channel and our aim was to win possession in midfield 

and be able to attack on the counter, catching their high-hanging defence 

unaware. Unfortunately, Rondebosch got a through-ball into the circle and a 

shot bounced back off the post, around our goalkeeper and fortuitously into 

an opposition stick for a goal.  

 

The rest of the first half saw a few chances slip by for SACS, as well as failure to 

convert some short-corner opportunities. We were on the attack and had 

some fantastic build-up play, but it was still rushed and lacked the composure 

needed against an organised opposition.  

 

The second half saw us more on the back-foot, unable to retain the ball 

confidently. Our forwards seemed to struggle to hold the ball when we did get 

possession and, instead of moving the ball around defence by using our links, 

we tried to pummel through and in doing so lost the ball a fair few times. Play 

up the sides was a bit flat and rather than moving the ball from infield to 

outfield to create space, we got stuck in either of the side channels.  

 

The links hardly used the defence as support to build an attack and we must 

get used to being able to play 360 degrees, rather than thinking that forward 

is always positive play.  

 

Ethan Fowler, in goals, had a stunning match and spared the defence a fair 

few blushes. For the amount of pressure, the defence did very well to maintain 

composure and be supportive of one-another. Rondebosch got a short corner 

in the last 20 seconds and finally converted after having many short corners 

stopped.  

 



    

    

     

    
 



Amjad Khan and Nicholas Findlay did a fine job as 1st and 2nd wave. 2-0 is a 

tough reflection on a match where, had we retained more possession, the 

outcome could have differed greatly.  

 

4th XI: 

SACS 4ths started this match playing beautiful passing hockey for the first ten 

minutes, but did not penetrate the opposition circle because of a lack of 

urgency. It was pretty but ineffective hockey. 

 

In a fairly even match we conceded a penalty corner just before half-time 

which saw a drag-flick deflect off our goal-keepers helmet and into the goal. 

0 – 1. 

 

In the 2nd half our standard of ball retention was not good and we turned the 

ball over way too much. This resulted in very few chances been created. Sadly 

most of the umpiring calls seemed to be going the way of the opposition! We 

conceded a soft goal from a poor angle just before the end and thus lost the 

match 0 - 2. 

 

It was a fairly disappointing performance. 
 
U16A: 

 

On Friday evening we took on our old school rivals, Rondebosch, in what 

turned out to be a very closely contested affair. We got off to a fortuitous start 

as we were awarded a rather 

dubious p-flick. Damian Knott (left) 

stepped up to take it and take it 

he did, as he buried the ball in the 

bottom right corner of the goal.  

 

The rest of the game was a 

constant back and forth. When 

we held onto the ball and played 

to our strengths, we looked 

unstoppable, creating numerous 

chances that we failed to take.  

 

To Bosch’s credit, they persisted with their strategy of playing long and direct, 

which caused us a few headaches. This resulted in a painful amount of double 

turnovers and a constant arm wrestle for dominance in the middle of the park.  

 



After sustained periods of pressure, 

we were able to score through a 

swift strike from Tom Cowen (left), 

who capitalized on a loose 

rebound ball that had come off 

the keeper’s pads. This took us 2-0 

up.  

 

As expected, Bosch proceeded to 

throw everything at us and our 

boys did really well to keep them out, 

until a seemingly botched Rondebosch 

short corner saw the ball end up in the 

back of our net. Having been in similar 

situations throughout the season, we 

were able to weather this final storm and 

protect our lead.  Final score: 2-1. Well 

done boys, this is a result to be extremely 

proud of!   

 

U16B: 

 

The U16 B team played the Rondebosch U16B side on a beautiful Friday 

afternoon last week. The first game of the afternoon turned out to be a cracker 

with end to end stuff in the 

first half having both 

keepers making excellent 

saves to keep their 

respective teams in the 

game.  

A lucky but well executed 

finish from Rondebosch 

saw them go ahead in the 

first half, meaning the SACS 

boys would have to fight 

from behind. The second 

half was run by the SACS 

boys, threatening            (Photo: David Sligsby) 

second after second to get on the score board, but the end result just wasn’t 

coming.  



A shorty awarded after the time was up was not able to be played, which 

may or may not have gone our way: that outcome will never be known. The 

game ended in a 1-0 loss, but spirits were good knowing we were the better 

team, but just got unlucky.  

U16C: 

The SACS vs Rondebosch fixture is always one of the hardest in the season and 

there are always certain areas that have to be covered in the week leading 

up to the match so that the teams can actually compete against 

Rondebosch.  

The SACS U16C had a good week’s build up to the match and two C team 

players received well deserved call ups to the U15A and U16B sides 

respectively. This did put pressure on the team as they lost two good players 

but also only had two players which could be used for substitution.  

This didn’t faze the team too much; it was more about the well-polished 

Rondebosch team that gave an outstanding performance against SACS.  

SACS found it tough to break through the Rondebosch defence. Often when 

SACS turned over the ball, Rondebosch forced a double turn over where they 

gained possession again and put more pressure on SACS. It seemed as though 

SACS tried to force things too much and rushed their plays because of the 

pressure that Rondebosch placed on them.  

In the end Rondebosch won 5-0, after playing an extremely good game of 

hockey. The U16Cs were disappointed with the result, but they will continue to 

practise and work on the mistakes that they made in this particular match so 

that next term they will give Rondebosch a proper run for their money. 

U16D:  

On Saturday we played against Rondebosch U16D away. It was a thrilling 

match between two evenly-matched teams. Rondebosch scored first half-

way through the first half and we equalised shortly thereafter when Cameron 

Turner converted a short-corner.  

 

The scores remained level for a long time and, as the game was nearing its 

end, both teams pushed for a win. Unfortunately for us, Rondebosch 

managed to pull into the lead with 4 minutes left on the clock to win the game 

2-1. 

 

Assistant coach, James Raisbeck (Grade 11), did a fantastic job getting the 

boys pumped up before the match, and kept the energy and enthusiasm 

going throughout the game. The team rose to the occasion, putting into 

practice everything we had worked on during the week. Well played boys! 



U15A: 

 

Arguably the toughest contest of the year was in the form of the only other 

U15A team in the league. The SACS boys were certainly up for it, coming out 

like a house on fire.  

The boys played some 

exciting hockey in the 

first 10 minutes and were 

rewarded with a well-

finished goal through 

Louis Laurey, just off the 

baseline. This seemed to 

spur the ‘Bosch boys on 

and they scored a short-

corner goal straight 

after. One brought a  

quick-fire second and unfortunately it continued, resulting in a halftime score-

line of 4-1.  

It was a much more even 

contest in the second half and 

the boys had a few chances 

which weren’t taken. The final 

score-line of 5-1 was a tough pill 

to swallow, but certainly a 

learning curve. Onwards and 

upwards for these young men. 

 

 

U14A: 

 

Match postponed until after the exams. 

 

U14B: 

With this tough fixture ahead, the boys needed to be competitive in their 

training sessions before Friday. SACS, normally the underdogs, were the 

favourites to win in the U14 age group. The boys, however, needed to keep 

their composure and attitude because Bosch are known to do "whatever it 

takes" to win. 



After a good warm-up and reaction game, the boys took the field. SACS were 

the first to get opportunities through the dominance of Tom Klusener in the 

midfield. He was always 

creating opportunities and 

overlaps with his quick turns 

and pace. Soon SACS got 

there first penalty corner. 

The push went skew and 

Ryan Dawson did well to 

receive the ball and get a 

shot off but, the ball went 

wide of left post.  

 

SACS continued to 

dominate 50/50s and scored through a base-line run which Shuaib Sulaiman 

then crossed to Caelen Bright who then slapped it in the goal. The pressure 

continued to be on Rondebosch and SACS scored a second goal through 

Nathan Venter. Rondebosch then managed to get some opportunities when 

SACS were caught on the counter attack. The defensive line was caught too 

high up the field and Rondebosch managed to get a penalty corner. 

However Sebastian Devereux did well and saved the shot at goal. The first half 

ended 2-0 up to SACS. 

The second half of the game was much of the same. SACS dominated the 

50/50's and had control in the midfield. Shuaib Sulaiman scored a great brace. 

He use his deadly skill to get past the Rondebosch defenders and to the put 

the ball into the back of the net. The score-line remained 4-0 to SACS.  

It was a great performance from the U14B Team.  

 

Man of the match: Shuaib Sulaiman.  

U14C: 

On Friday 17 May, the U14C hockey team went up against Rondebosch. The 

boys were excited and hopeful for a win! They had spent the week's practices 

training hard with their coaches, Kabelo and Michael, and were feeling 

especially motivated.  

The game was tense but exciting and the team worked very well together. 

There was a huge improvement on the field this week with our passing and 

communication and this was noticeable from the side lines. We fought hard 

and managed to end the game with a 1-0 win against our opposition.  



The goal was scored with fantastic teamwork from the trio of Aidan Jones, 

Jethro Moore and Jayden Giraudeux! After spending much of this game in the 

D, but missing key opportunities to score goals, we realise that our focus over 

the next week needs to be working on our short-corner and follow-through of 

shots into the goals. The boys can see, after their match this week, what a 

difference it makes when they really put into practice what their coaches 

have been drilling into them in the week. This has upped their motivation for 

upcoming games. We look forward to next week's game against Westerford! 

U14D: 

Saturday’s fixture against Rondebosch was probably the most exciting game 

the U14D team have had this season. At the start, there was a lot of back and 

forth with possession by both teams. Our forwards took the ball into their “D” 

but missed a shot at goal. Bosch continued to put our team under pressure 

and we were tasked with defending two short corners, from which they 

managed to score one. The half-time score was 0-1.  

During the second half the team played much better and Jamie 

Smit managed to send the ball up the right and into their “D” where Nicholas 

Mackay took a shot at goals – unfortunately he missed. In the minutes that 

followed we took and missed a few more shots at target. With ten minutes left 

on the clock Luke Pyper made a strong pass up the field to Ephraim 

Rethman and on to Bodi Gold who quickly slipped the ball past their keeper, 

levelling the score to much cheer.  

In the final minutes we defended a short corner and this was quickly followed 

with a breakaway sprint up the entire field where we took (and sadly missed) 

another shot at goal. The final score was 1-1. The team can be proud of their 

improvements this week and will go on to practise their ‘finishing’ in 

preparation for the next game. 

RESULTS vs RBHS 

1st 1-1  14C 1-0 

2nd 1-1 14D 1-1 

3rd 0-2 

4th 0-2 

16A 2-1 

16B 0-1 

16C 0-5 

16D 1-2 

15A 1-5 

14A postponed 

14B 4-0 



 

FIXTURES AGAINST STELLENBERG 
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DATE: 24/25  May 

TEAM OPPONENT VENUE FIELD DAY TIME  

U19A Stellenberg SACS Brewery  Fri 18:45  

U19B Stellenberg SACS Brewery  Fri 17:45  

U19C Westerford  SACS Brewery  Sat 11:00  

U19D Tableview SACS Brewery  Sat 10:00  

U19E CBC St John's  SACS Brewery  PP    

             

U16A Stellenberg  SACS Brewery  Fri 16:30  

U15A Stellenberg  SACS Brewery  Sat 09:00  

U16B Stellenberg  SACS Brewery  Fri 15:30  

U16C Westerford Westerford astro Sat 11:00  

U16D Westerford Westerford astro Sat 10:00  

U16E Rondebosch  WPCC   PP    

             

U14A Stelleneberg SACS Brewery  Fri 14:30  

U14B Stelleneberg SACS Brewery  Sat 08:00  

U14C Westerford Westerford astro Sat 09:00  

U14D Westerford Westerford astro Sat 08:00  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



 

 

 


