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Playing against Paul 

Roos always reminds 

one of the traditional 

inter-varsities of the 70s 

and 80s. Our school 

“mini-intervarsities” 

were colourful affairs 

with the stands full of 

boys from each school, 

electric bands 

supporting each, and 

very colourful spirit 

committees (we called 

them cheerleaders in those days). Memories of Louis Knoetze leading “Oh 

when the saints” come to mind as well. 

We have not lost that sense of occasion, thankfully. It is still a special weekend 

with contests in a variety of sporting codes and cultural affairs. Back in the 70s 

we almost expected to lose on the rugby field, and Paul Roos hockey barely 

existed. 

That is very different now. They are a power-house in hockey, as evidenced 

by their winning the Cape Town International Festival for four year in a row. A 

few weeks ago, however, SACS broke that mould when beating Paul Roos in 

the final. 

It was to be expected that PRG would be hungry for a sense of revenge, and 

our teams struggled across the board, none more so that the First XI who, as 

ever, gave their utmost. 

At this point, may I again pay tribute 

to our First Aiders who do such a 

magnificent job. On both the astro 

and rugby fields, they were kept 

busy, and we owe them an ongoing 

debt of gratitude.   

 

 

 

 

Below are the coaches’ match reports: 



1st XI: 

The start of the game was a milestone for the captain of SACS, reaching 50 1st 

XI SACS caps. Congratulations Luke D’Aguair (below); you have led by 

example and always given you utmost for the SACS hockey cause. Few in 

recent times have given so much for SACS hockey. A true stalwart! 

 

Having gone down 

early in the game in 

the final of the Cape 

Town International 

Festival and fought so 

hard to come back, 

this SACS team had 

talked about not 

giving an inch early on 

in the game. 

However, this was not 

to be the case, with 

PRG again scoring 

after 6 minutes. With 

SACS trying to play the ball out of the back with a ball into the pocket in 

midfield, it was turned over and the resulting counter attack led to a rash 

tackle inside the D and a penalty stroke was awarded.  

 

SACS build-up play was 

at times really 

excellent, with much of 

the play in the second 

quarter looking like 

what we had trained 

and set out to do. The 

only thing missing was 

the goal-scoring touch, 

either from penalty 

corners or from open 

play. We would 

eventually rue these 

missed chances and 

dominance that we 

had. A penalty corner 

just before half time was crucially given against SACS and the rebound was 

followed up to leave us 0-2 down at the half time break.  

 



 
 

Following this, the play was almost all SACS. Pressure was constantly being 

applied to the PRG final third and, despite a flurry of 23 entries, circle entries 

and penalty corners, no goal could be found by SACS. A turnover on the edge 

of the PRG D led to them countering the length of the field and scoring past 

Brocklehurst on his return to the 19A team.  

 

This led us to change our offensive style and, even with playing with four 

forwards, we were still unable to find the finishing touch in the final part of the 

pitch. The game ended 0-3. 

 

However, the team at no point were resting on their laurels after the previous 

weekend and this loss really hurt. Learning will have taken place and the boys 

will be stronger from the lessons we were dealt.  

2nd XI: 

Against Paul Roos we needed to take the game to them from the start. There 

had to be a continual pressure on all their options, forcing them to make errors 

and then capitalising on that. Unfortunately, we allowed them to totally 

dictate the game.  

We just hung back, and it seemed that all we wanted to do was just keep 

them from scoring. The problem with this was that, when we got possession, 

we just gave it away with poor passing decisions. When they scored it was not 

the worst thing to happen as it was supposed to be our wakeup call.  

It seemed that we were just never going to get into the game. In the second 

half we went down by a second goal. Only in the last 15 minutes did we start 

to show some self-belief.  



Their keeper made good saves to deny us a scoring opportunity. To end of a 

disappointing performance, we conceded a late goal on a counter attack 

from our penalty corner. We need to make sure that we play a more cohesive 

game in our next fixture. 

3rd XI: 

Mr Peverley had taken the team in my absence and the week's drills were a 

reflection of his recommendations for fine-tuning skills. The focus was on trying 

to work the ball out of the back by having our two centre-halves re-align and 

work off each other when the ball came in from the sides of the pitch. This 

attempt to create a deep option of play from the back along with the links 

making runs into the spaces in midfield went well in practice.  

However, during the match the Paul Roos lads were fitter, faster and more 

determined to pick up balls played into space. 50/50 balls quickly became a 

situation in Paul Roos' favour. We did well to play the ball into space, but our 

boys were often second to the ball.  

The opposition scored two early goals in the first half as our team was following 

the ball, rather than sticking to their man to mark. Links failed to track their men 

back fast enough and this often led to an overlap on the edge of the circle. 

We went into the half time break 3-0 down.  

During the break we talked about confidence and calm while retaining 

possession, and not letting the Paul Roos press force us into sending long, 

hopeful balls. We needed to build play in 'mini-games' from our half, working 

the ball steadily through the midfield.  

The second half started well and the gents played far better than the first half. 

While we did manage to build play better in the 2nd half, once over the 

halfway line we became frantic and goal-obsessed. This led to a lack of 

composure and our play fizzled out as we approached the opposition's circle.  

Ten minutes in a hockey game is a long time and the gents must learn that, 

although 3-0 is an intimidating prospect, there should never be a frantic rush 

to recover. A very slick short corner saw us nab a single goal back and give us 

the honour of being the only open team to score against Paul Roos.  

I must commend the boys on turning things around in the second half and 

largely staying positive and focused. Our first matches against the 'suburbs 3' 

were all close and I look forward to the gents playing their hearts out in the 

coming weeks.   

 

 



4th XI: 

This match was always going to be a tough fixture as PRG are a school to be 

reckoned with.  

The match started off with PRG dominating possession and time on the ball. 

SACS conceded a soft goal after about ten minutes in the first half. This 

deflated the team a little and unfortunately we conceded two more very soft 

goals before half time. Our defence did not really show enough fortitude and 

paid the price. We did however create a few real chances and should have 

pulled one goal back. 

The second half was a complete turn-around and the SACS men stood up and 

were more physical on the ball and showed strong intent on attack. 

Christopher Naidoo made a few top saves in this half and we missed a number 

of real chances, including a runaway one-on–one with their keeper. Our shot 

unfortunately went just wide of the left post. 

Final score remained 0 -3, but I am very proud and happy with the quality of 

hockey in the second half. A true team effort, albeit a little too late. Every 

player can be proud of their second half showing. 

U16A: 

The u16As were overjoyed to have the prime-time Friday evening playing slot, 

which they assured me was due to their ability to entertain rather than the fact 

that the 1st team vacating was due to the Prefects’ dinner. However, we 

weren’t able to fully come through on this promise of entertainment as we 

wrestled Paul Roos to an ugly, but comfortable 3-0 win.  

The first quarter was arguably one 

of our worst quarters of the season, 

as we failed to put anything of 

substance together. Our passing 

was completely below par, we 

were overly direct up front and 

rather disorganized at the back. 

Fortunately, Paul Roos weren’t any 

better and the first quarter ended 

0-0.  

 

As the game progressed we slowly 

started finding our feet, but it was 

really one of those days where we couldn’t efficiently link up or create the 

amount of chances that we are usually accustomed to - and furthermore, 

when we did create chances, we were woefully wasteful. We did however 

control the pace and tempo of the game. We enjoyed the majority of the 



possession and Gian Luca Virisimo in goals did not touch the ball in the entire 

game.  

 

 
 

We were eventually able to go up through a few well-executed short corners 

that saw captain Damian Knott (above) stepping up to the plate, scoring two 

powerful drag flicks. Whilst we were well below our best, we managed to 

record a magnificent win over some stiff competition. This is a massive positive 

as it indicates that we can get the job done, even if we aren’t all entirely there 

on match day.  

 

The general control exhibited, and staunch defence, were stand outs but, as 

always, there is massive room for improvement!  

 

Goal scorers: 

Damian Knott x2, 

Amar Shah Khan 

(left).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



U16B: 

 

A chilly morning at the Brewery field at SACS high school opened up to a gem 

of a game as the u16/B boys took on Paul Roos. A dominant but sketchy first 

half only saw the hosts go up by one goal through Reece Alperstein.  

The second half however was all about fluent hockey and triangles, with 

individuals beating one or two players and picking out a team mate with great 

precision. The flow of the hockey was all too much for the PRG boys and two 

superb team-driven goals came about for the SACS boys, one through Reece 

Alperstein and another through Kellan Mossner. Both goals were finished with 

only a killer forward’s mentality. A slight laps in concentration caused an easy 

consolation goal for the PRG boys, taking away the clean sheet for our player 

of the match, Tiago Brazier in goals. Other than that it was a well-structured 

and clinical performance from the young lads.  

(Photo: Dylan Murray) 

U16C: 

The SACS u16C team travelled to Stellenbosch to play against Paul Roos u16D 

team. SACS would be a number of players short due to other fixtures taking 

place and a few injuries sustained over the past two weeks. Nevertheless, the 

boys were in good spirits to play in cold and wet conditions.  



From the first whistle it was clear that Paul Roos were an excellent attacking 

side. They had some fast wings who were able to run well with the ball and set 

up their striker and links in the D. SACS had to defend a large number of 

penalty corners which constantly put them under pressure.  

SACS showed fighting spirit by not giving up and trying their best to get into 

the Paul Roos half of the field. We managed to convert our first short corner of 

the match which served as good motivation going into the second half, only 

trailing by two goals to one. Paul Roos continued their attacking prowess and 

were difficult to defend against. They eventually pushed their lead to five goals 

to one. It was a disappointing result for the U16Cs.  

The C team knows exactly where their strengths and weaknesses are and they 

are still motivated to work on these weaknesses and to put in some good 

performances in the next few weeks against their Southern Suburb rivals. 

U16D: 

On Friday we drove out to Stellenbosch to face Paul Roos in cold and rainy 

conditions. Paul Roos hockey has a lot of depth and we knew it was going to 

be a tough fixture. From the start they dominated the game and we spent 

most of the match in their half, losing the fixture by a large margin. 

 

At the beginning our defenders worked hard to hold off the attack and Paul 

Roos only scored for the first time halfway through the first half. They managed 

2 more goals before half time, taking the score to 0-3 at the break.  

 

In the second half Paul Roos took advantage of our defensive play and 

increased their number of attackers. Our defenders struggled with this and 

often players in scoring positions were left unmarked. I must give credit to Paul 

Roos for using every chance they got to extend their lead to 0-11 by the end 

of the game. 

 

While the defence succumbed to the pressure, I must commend them for their 

hard work in trying to stand up to the strong opposition. Unfortunately for them, 

the area we struggled with the most was moving the ball up the field. With 

Paul Roos pressing us hard, we battled to make successful passes and any 

possession we had was soon turned over, putting the pressure back on the 

defenders. This is something we will need to work on ahead of the upcoming 

derby fixtures. 

 

 

 



 
 



U15A: 

 

Probably the toughest physical contest of all the fixtures this year came to the 

forefront on Friday when the u15A team played Paul Roos u16B team.  

The boys knew that they would have to give it their all if they wanted to get a 

result. The team started off really well, creating numerous chances and 

eventually were awarded a penalty flick after a well-executed drag-flick from 

a short-corner that ended up hitting the postmen on the leg.  

The flick was converted by Louis Laureys. Paul Roos drew level and the game 

again went into a frenzy when Chase Cottee scored SACS’s second goal. The 

opposition set out a game-plan to disrupt SACS, but the boys countered and 

adjusted to it very well.  

The match ended in heartbreak when the team were leading 2-1 with 4 

minutes to go. They ended up on the losing side with a 3-2 scoreline. Tough 

test, but the team can hold their heads up high as they certainly gave it their 

all physically. Another learning curve added to the collection which is why we 

love sport! 

U14A: 

The match between SACS U14A and Paul Roos came with high expectations 

from both sides as both teams are having stellar seasons. Running up to this 

match, Paul Roos were unbeaten in 2019 with 3 drawn matches the closest 

teams have come to beating them. Followers of the SACS team were well 

aware of their season to date, so a big crowd was in attendance for this derby 

match.  

 

SACS opened the scoring after a string of 

passes found the ball in the opposition 

area where talisman Rowan Davis 

(left) expertly finished. A short time later 

SACS were awarded a penalty corner 

which was converted by Davis after a 

well worked interplay around the Paul 

Roos defence. Late in the first half a 

defensive blunder between the SACS 

defenders let an uncharacteristic goal in 

to end the half at 2 - 1.  

 

Paul Roos started the second half with intent and were awarded a penalty 

corner early on. This however was expertly saved by Rogan Stirk who calmly 

palmed the drag flick aside. SACS then found their stride and started to 



impose their style of play on 

Paul Roos. A world-class back-

stick finish by Michael Royden-

Turner and a classy long range 

shot from Matt Lowe stretched 

the SACS ahead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SACS excitement was evident 

and, after a couple of missed 

opportunities, Luke             Salters 

(right)  

added another from a penalty 

corner and Rowan Davis finished 

the match with a clever tap in, 

adding to his tally of hat-tricks this 

season. The match finished with 

SACS 6 – 1 up and a well-deserved 

victory for the U14As. 

 

 

U14B: 

 

There was a great expectation leading into the u14 B team fixture between 

PRG and SACS, because both teams were undefeated thus far this season, 

which is an incredible feat. 

 The game was going to be close and the boys needed to dig deep to get a 

result. The first half set off with the game showing some quality from both sides. 

PRG dominated the early stages by having more possession but PRG could 

not get outcomes due to SACS making crucial tackles and interceptions at 

key moments.   

This caused frustration around the PRG players which sucked them into holding 

onto the ball for too long. SACS then created a chance off this when Nic 

Kenny made a tackle at the half way line. Nic Kenny then passed it forward 

to Leseli Martel who then drew the keeper and passed the ball to Caelen 

Bright who then slapped the ball into the goals to make SACS 1-0 up.  

 

 



  

  

    

   



PRG answered back by getting short corners. PRG however could not put the 

ball into the net. Mathew Taylor was partly to blame having a blinder of a 

game by making great saves to keep the ball out of the goals. The first half 

ended 1-0. 

The team talk with the boys for the second half was to keep the ball away 

from their midfield. PRG had two towering players at CB and CL who were their 

key players.  

In the second half, SACS played better hockey. The build-up play was really 

great but was undermined when the boys could not get the final pass right 

which resulted in no outcomes. PRG then starting to dominate the game, 

creating many chances, but Mathew Taylor was outstanding keeping the ball 

out of the goals.  

Leading up to the final 7 minutes of the game, PRG got a penalty corner off a 

foot the D. PRG then scored off a straight poke shot from top D into the bottom 

right hand corner of the goal. The game was 1-1. PRG then continued to go 

at 100% feeding off the energy of just scoring. SACS however showed some 

resilience by defending well.  

Ryan Dawson read the play very well to make crucial tackles plus 

interceptions. Leading to the final minute of the game, PRG broke away down 

the left channel. The ball ended up with the right wing who then drove with 

the ball into the circle. The PRG RW then hit the ball towards goals at hip 

height. The ball was going wide but, there was a PRG player waiting at far 

post. He then showed some incredible skill when he deflected the ball with his 

stick into the goals, which was amazing because the ball came hip height on 

the left side of his body.  

With the final seconds on the clock, the SACS team continued to play hard 

and tried to get back into the game. SACS ran out of time and lost to PRG 2-

1. This was the SACS u14 B team’s first loss but the boys took it as a learning 

curve because PRG were a very good side. 

U14C: 

On Friday afternoon, our U14C hockey team travelled to Stellenbosch to play 

against their toughest opposition, Paul Roos. After travelling to the venue in 

the bus together, they were excited and ready for a win.  

 

Within the first half of the game, it became clear that this would be one of our 

best games of the season. We spent a lot of time on attack and there were a 

few shots at goals that came very close. After a good team talk at half time 

with Michael and Kabelo, the team launched back onto the field with much 

determination.  

 



Within ten minutes, a fantastic goal was scored by Chris Hartslief and the team 

was elated! We ended up with a triumphant victory of 1-0. This match was 

undoubtedly our toughest but best game of the season. The boys showed true 

drive, determination and teamwork and it has paid off. Under the fantastic 

guidance of Michael and Kabelo, and with the improvement of each player 

since the start of the year, the team as a whole has progressed enormously. 

We look forward to more hard work and commitment at practices and games 

in the coming weeks.  

 

U14D: 

 

With a few of our usual forwards out of action and promoted to the C-team, 

there was a change up in positions for this week’s game against Paul Roos.  

 

The team took to the field on a very cold Stellenbosch afternoon and within 

the first few minutes we were awarded a short corner. David te Roller was able 

to turn this into a goal for us, 1-0. Soon after, Paul Roos carried the ball right the 

way down the field through our defence to level the score, 1-1. At this point 

we were able to put a keeper on the field and this assisted with defending any 

further attacks from Paul Roos.  

 

After the half time whistle, Luca Gloor and Max Martin carried the ball up into 

their D but we missed that opportunity. It was David te Roller who was able to 

score another shot on target taking us back into the lead, 2-1. During the 

second half dedication and team work were shown by every player and the 

team celebrated a well-earned victory in an evenly-contested game. Special 

mention must be made of the improvements and excellent play by many in 

the team this week – Malik Jamie up front, Aaron Kruger and Nathan Pillay in 

the mid-field, as well as Strato Komninos and Danny Gebhard in defence. 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


