24 January 2020

Dear Parents

This morning we celebrated our academic achievers
in our Academic Awards Assembly. As is tradition at
SACS, we have the privilege of starting each Friday
assembly listening to a performance of one of our
music ensembles. Today was the turn of our Big
Band who never disappoint. Whichever ensemble
plays, it is the most uplifting way to start a Friday. It
brought me to the issue of balance. Balance in our
lives and our school. As a school I believe the balance we achieve is the greatest
strength of SACS. Across the four pillars of academics, service, culture and sport our
school and our boys continue to excel in the most outstanding ways. Many of our young men excel across all four fields. In introducing our guest
of honour and 2019 Dux Scholar, Zach Baskir, we noted that Zach himself, amongst many accolades, was the recipient of the coveted Triple
Blues award. That is Full Colours in the fields of academics, culture and sport. Zach returned the following results in his final matric
examination: English 91%, Afrikaans 93%, Mathematics 95%, Life Orientation 96%, Economics 93%, Life Sciences 90% and Physical Sciences
95%. I myself never came close to marks like this at school and Zach sets a benchmark for all of us to aspire to, but more so than these results,
for making use of the opportunities available to him at school and in the way he balanced these. Keep going SACS boys.
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This weekend our cricketers compete against Bellville High School and
DF Malan, with our First Team playing on Saturday at 9:30am at home.
Our water polo boys play a friendly against Rondebosch Boys’ High
School, with the First Team playing at 11:50am. Our oarsmen head to
Elgin for the Nick Whaits Regatta. I wish all our teams a good weekend
of sport.
Next week we hold the U14 Rugby Information Evening at 6:00pm in the
Hofmeyr Hall. The weekly Wednesday evening water polo Nite Series
sees SACS taking on Wynberg Boys’ High School at 6:00pm (H).
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Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER
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His Holiness, Pope John Paul II receives Dr Martin Singer and his wife Joy. Dr Singer was associated with the miracle cure of a young cancer
patient in 1992 (see picture below).
Doctor Martin Singer, it is with great pride that your Alma Mater, the South African College Schools, presents you with the Spectemur Agendo
Award in recognition of your outstanding contribution to medicine.
Born in Cape Town, you matriculated from SACS in 1938 with a 1st Class matric, a member of the 1st XV and Prefect. You completed your M.B.Ch.B
at UCT, graduating with a 1st Class Honours in 1944 and after 2 years Military Service, you moved to England to specialize in Orthopaedics at the
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital in London.
Your medical interest and focus became traumas and pathologies related to the hand. Your foresight, energy and perseverance led to the
specialist Hand Unit being established at Groote Schuur Hospital in 1966. Here countless patients have been treated, while surgeons and
registrars from all over the world have been trained and stimulated to advance the boundaries of medical science. The 1st hand transplant in Africa
was performed under you and your immense contribution to the Cripple Care Association was recognised by the Maitland Cottage Home honouring
you. In 1992 after your successful treatment of a young boy’s diseased arm, Pope John Paul II declared it a Medical Miracle!
Apart from your world-renowned medical eminence you are also an educator who has nurtured, guided and motivated hundreds to academic
prominence. You have presented and published in excess of one hundred papers and extracts. Your clinical commitment and unfailingly
meticulous attention to detail has set standards and laid foundations from which medical science is benefitting today.
Innumerable special honours have been bestowed upon you throughout your career. You were the first South African to represent your country
internationally in the field of hand surgery. A past President and life member of the SA Orthopaedic Association, your ‘festschrift’ of research
articles serves as a definitive guide. In 1985 you were invited to deliver the prestigious South African College of Medicine J.P. Fouche Lecture and
in 1990 you were awarded the University of Cape Town Distinguished Surgeon Award.
Doctor Martin Singer, you are one of the outstanding orthopaedic surgeons in the world. In 1999 the world-renowned hand unit, which you began
at Groote Schuur, was named ‘The Martin Singer Hand Unit’, one of only 3 surgeons along with Dr Chris Barnard and Professor Charles Saint
honoured in this way.
The warmth of your personality, the consideration and caring that you have for your fellow man and your modesty despite your immense talent, has
endeared you to all who have been fortunate to know you. The South African College Schools are proud of you for what you have achieved in
medicine and in life. We confer upon you Doctor Martin Singer the “Spectemur Agendo Award” – “Let us be judged by our deeds”.
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