31 January 2020

Dear Parents
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This weekend our cricketers compete against Paul Roos Gymnasium,
with our First Team playing on Saturday at 9:30am on Paul Roos’ Oval
field. Our water polo boys compete against Wynberg Boys’ High
School at home, whilst our First Team tour to Grahamstown to
participate in the St Andrew’s College Water Polo Tournament. Our
oarsmen head to Elgin again this week, this time to compete in the
Western Cape Rowing Championships. Our athletes will spend a
Friday afternoon at Paarl Boys’ High School competing in the annual
meeting. I wish all our teams a good weekend of sport.
We host our new parents next week Thursday at 6:00pm in the
Memorial Quad and I look forward to meeting you all there. The
weekly Wednesday evening water polo Nite Series sees SACS taking
on Reddam at 8:00pm (H).
Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER

4

By 1858 pupils of the South African College were having some sort of sporting contact with peers at other schools, chiefly with those of the Diocesan
College, thus a venue was required for practices. Sir George Grey allowed the boys to use ‘The Paddock’, also used by the Governor’s cows! The field
was often wet and the dairy herd made conditions difficult at best. Eventually in 1896 ‘The Paddock’ was given to the College for its sole use.
Once Rosedale was acquired from the Le Sueur family as a boarding house, its large garden became the school playground or Rosedale field, however,
as with the Paddock, drainage was poor and the field was far from perfect. In 1893 the farm Vredehoek was purchased by EHF Mellish. A portion of
the property was made available for use by the SACS boys and in 1910 a Pavilion was built with changing rooms. It was a twenty minute walk from the
school to Mellish’s field. Cricket pitches were laid out, but sadly in 1922 the farm was lost to the school as it was sold to property developers. In 1923
the University Council bought the St Michael’s ground and by 1929 it was in use. Like Mellish’s field it required a strenuous uphill slog to reach.
Thanks to the efforts of Ernie Spencer Smith the school acquired the Leeuwenhof field. The bottom line was that the school lacked proper and basic
playing fields – a change was essential! After protracted negotiations, the Provincial authorities requisitioned about 40 acres of the Michaelis Estate
and this, along with another six acres swopped for Leeuwenhof, was to be the new home of the SACS High and Junior Schools. So the High School
acquired the de Villiers field, a full size cricket field, the Old Boys’ Memorial fields and the Brewery field, now the Brewery Astro. Between the
Memorial fields and the ‘third’ Rosedale Boarding House, a smaller field was developed and named to honour Ernie Spencer Smith.
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