
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to SACS Hockey Newsletter number 1 of 2022! 

The SACS players and coaches have been working really hard this year. 

From pre-season to tours, fixtures and WP trials. The disruption of the 

school’s terms and public holidays of the last few weeks has made the 

playing of games a little disjointed, but we are now well into the swing of 

things and looking forward to hosting teams at the home of SACS 

Hockey … our magnificent Brewery astro turf.  

 

What have we done so far in 2022: 

Preseason training and selections 

Tours and Festival: U14A travelled to Kearsney and were unbeaten; U16 

hosted Founders Festival (first time in our history we have a hosted a 

hockey festival) and were unbeaten; U19A travelled to RBHS for 

Founders Festival and were unbeaten; U19B travelled to Oakhill Festival 

playing against other schools’ first teams; U19A travelled to Grey High 

for the Hibbert Shield and were champions (more to come on this).  

Fixtures: played against RBHS, Reddam Constantia, Pinelands, 

Westerford, WP Colts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HIBBERT SHIELD CHAMPIONS 

 

Grey High School hosts visiting hockey teams well which is why the 
Hibbert Shield tournament is sought after to be invited to. SACS 
competed last year and this year returned ready for another fantastic 
experience. The tournament was split into two pools, with the winners of 
each pool playing off in the final. 
SACS played Durban High School in their first pool match. Having never 
played DHS in SACS history it was a great game to get the feeling of the 
conditions. DHS played a robust style of hockey, but the SACS squad 
proved too strong, winning 7-0 on the day. However, it was with great 
disappointment that Ozair Pillai received a very serious shoulder injury 
midway into the first half. A dislocation and collar bone fracture saw him 
admitted to the hospital for surgery. We send our best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 
Paul Roos was the next fixture and having played them multiple times in 
the recent past, was a team that SACS respected and planned carefully 
for. SACS took control with an early goal from captain Finlay Frost and 
settled into a good rhythm. That lasted until the 4th quarter when PRG 
scored an equaliser. SACS were quick to bounce back, with Michael 
Royden-Turner smashing a high backhand past the PRG keeper four 
minutes later, to finish the match 2-1 to SACS, leaving PRG 
demoralised. 
Pearson was the second fixture for SACS on Day 2 and despite a final 
scoreline of 3-2 for SACS, this game was comfortable for SACS. Never 
behind in the game and with most of the possession, Pearson fed off 



scraps to keep the game interesting. All three SACS came from neat 
penalty corner conversions. Another team injury, this time to Jared 
Wentzell, left the squad with the knowledge that they would have to 
execute good game management to save legs for the rest of the 
tournament. 
Day 3 saw a further comfortable win against Menlo Park (7-1), which set 
up a ‘semi-final’ against York High School in the afternoon. York was 
also unbeaten, which raised the stakes of this fixture. Knowing that a 
draw or better would see SACS through to a final against Bishops, the 
team employed some smart tactics team to beat York 5-1. Highlights 
were Michael Royden-Turner netting another fantastic backhand goal, 
Rowan Davis and Ray Bonnet both bagging a pair of goals each. 
So to the final on Day 4, which had to be played early due to flight times. 
The match was initially cagey with both teams eying each other out. A 
penalty corner for Bishops however allowed one of SA’s top schoolboy 
drag flickers to beat Rogan Stirk with a fast flick over Rogans's shoulder. 
SACS were not down, mounting an immediate fight-back, which led to 
Dean Carrick linking up with Ray Bonnet, who finished the fine move to 
level the scores with a neat backhand goal. SACS kept up the pressure 
which led to a penalty corner shortly thereafter, which Dean Carrick 
converted with his usual deadly accuracy. The rest of the match was 
controlled by SACS. A textbook counterattack saw Ray Bonnet and 
Rowan Davis partnering to set up a neat finish from Bonnet to secure 
the match, and title, 3-1 to SACS. 
Well done SACS 1st team. Champions of the Hibbert Shield! This was a 
much sought-after title and one SACS will relish defending again next 
year. 
 

 

  



GAMEWEEK 2: 22/23 APRIL 

U19A v WP Colts 

The SACS 1st team were fortunate enough to fit in a fixture against the 
WP Masters Colts team. The Colts team consists of many players who 
have represented South Africa and WP Men’s teams in their past. Four 
of the players, Bruce Jacobs, Denzil Dolley, Lungile Tsolekile and Steve 
Evans, have all represented South Africa at one or more Olympic 
Games. Playing against this calibre of opposition was invaluable for the 
SACS team as they got to witness how these players managed the 
match and the decisions these players make in situations.  Most 
importantly the Colts team stayed after the match to chat with the SACS 
players about the way they play while giving pointers on how to improve. 
We are grateful for this generosity from the Colts. 
  
In the game itself, SACS started with purpose, netting early with goals 
from Dean Carrick and Ray Bonnet.  The SACS team had the early run 
of the match transferring the ball fast and into space, not allowing the 
Colts to catch up with the play. Poor discipline however saw two SACS 
players carded for minor offences at the start of the 3rd quarter, which 
helped the Colts team to get back into the match. The Colts team took 
control of the match in this period, slowing the match down and 
capitalising on SACS errors. This chaotic 3rd quarter saw SACS concede 
4 goals while Dean Carrick converted a neat PC to leave SACS trailing 
going into the last quarter. Another Colts goal at the start of the last 
period had SACS fighting to stay in the contest. Dean Carrick converted 
a PC late in the match to complete his well-deserved hat-trick, but it was 
too late for SACS to mount a comeback. The final score saw SACS 
down 4-5, but the fixture lived up to expectations. 
  
SACS would like to once again thank the WP Colts for the fixture and 
the valuable feedback given to the SACS players. 
 



U19B v Pinelands U19A 

The second team had a tough test against a formidable Pinelands first-

team awaiting them on a cold Friday evening. The team arrived switched 

on and ready to go, understanding that an immense amount of hard 

work and determination is needed to get a victory. After a fast start, 

Thomas Stewart executed a brilliant flick from a short-corner for the 

team to take the lead 1-0. The rest of the half followed in similar fashion 

with the team playing some really top-quality hockey as well as keeping 

possession and putting Pinelands under pressure in their final third. 

Oliver Whitehead showed true quality to control the game in the middle 

of the park, and is playing with some incredible confidence. SACS were 

awarded a penalty flick which Shuaib Sulaiman finished with efficiency, 

his 3rd penalty flick of the season. The second half continued similar to 

the first with the defense being rock solid at the back while creating 

many attacks. Abdul-Sataar Allie grabbed a late goal to cap off a fine 4-0 

victory over another 1st team. box ticked, focused on the next fixture! 

 

 

U19C v Westerford U19A 

SACS came back strongly after our 6-0 defeat in the previous match 
against RBHS to beat Westerford 1st team.  The addition of four players 
from the U19D team, which were overlooked during the selection 
process, strengthened the team and brought some much-needed 
enthusiasm into the mix. 

We moved the ball around well and took our chances when they 
presented themselves.  Our structure improved remarkably from the 
previous game and most importantly, the boys enjoyed the game and 
are looking forward to the Bishops fixture on 7 May. 

 

  



U19D v Westerford U19B 

The SACS U19D were looking to build on a good win against 

Rondebosch with their first game at home of the season against 

Westerford U19B team. The boys stayed confident even though we were 

up against a second side as well as a few of our players being moved up 

to the U19C side. We started strong with plenty of possession and 

camping in their half. We had many chances and eventually converted 

our first goal through a tap in deflection by Reilly Springhall. We went 

through the first half dominating albeit many goal opportunities going 

astray 2-0 up with a goal from Connor Milne. The second half was much 

of the same with some goals being left out on the park but well worked 

build up saw goals from Springhall and Liyema Waqu to make it 4-0. We 

conceded in the last 5 minutes from a Westerford counterattack to make 

it 4-1 and that’s how it stayed until the final whistle. A good effort from 

the boys who gave it their all with only two players 



on our bench. 

 

 

 

U19E v Pinelands U19B 

In a scrappy game the SACS boys showed great determination against 

a team made up of many of the better U16 Pinelands teams. Despite 

this the team left the field with a well-earned 1-1 draw. We are hoping to 

get a more consistent team out for the next fixture.  

 

U16A v Reddam U16A 

 

On Friday afternoon we took on a spirited, well organised Reddam outfit. 
The game started much like any other with a very direct SACS restart 
and an immediate D entry. This went onto become the story of the day, 
as our boys proved to be just too strong for the opposition.  
What was particularly pleasing was too see the great patience and 
control shown by the youngest u16A side that we have had in years. 
Elegant poise on the ball from Jo Le Roux was well supported by flashes 
of brilliance from Litha Kraai and Cohen Williams.  



The middle of the field was well marshalled by our ever-dependable 
captain, Stephan Meyer, and it was great to see Connor vd Schyff make 
his u16A debut.  
It was also wonderful to see Tristan Uys, fresh from the rugby field and 
already causing waves all the way from Durban on the brewery turf.  
After a tough week of training and WP trials - we keenly look forward to 
what should be a closely contested encounter with old rivals Bishops. 

 

U16B v Westerford U16A 

The encounter started off one-sided, with most of the ball possession 

residing with us throughout the first 10 minutes. Our opposition started 

warming up and battling their way into our defensive half and proving to 

be a force to be reckoned with. We exchanged blows throughout the 

game, but ours were the ones to land and saw us going into the halftime 

break 3-0 up. After the break, we saw our opposition change into a 

different gear and attack more. They managed to create a few chances, 

but we managed to keep them at bay and walked away with a 6-0win. A 

great show of SACS hockey’s vast depth and resilience. Matthew Jones 

managed to score 4 goal and Lesedi Moletsane completed the goal tally 

with a brace. 

U16C v Westerford U16B 

On Saturday the boys were ready and excited to showcase their skills 
against a B side. During the week we focused on a few tactical plays to 
help us advance into the opposition's D. 

 
The game started with Sacs holding most of the possession and gaining 
multiple D entries but unfortunately struggled to convert. The boys 
lacked the confidence to take the shot as soon as they entered the D 
and rather tried to find a pass. This made scoring opportunities difficult 
to find as it gave Westerford time to bring their whole team back into the 
D to defend. Eventually with some great passing hockey down the right-
hand side of the pitch the ball was crossed in to far post for Liam George 
to tap in. This lifted the boys' confidence and we began to create many 
more chances. The captain, James Fourie, managed to double our lead 
on the stroke of half time with a great finish into the bottom corner. 

 
The half-time chat focused on us speeding up the game, tiring out our 
opposition and using our counter attack more effectively. We played well 
in the second half, with the boys being in all the right places at the right 



time, having shots hitting either post and the crossbar and an 
unbelievable performance from the Westerford keeper, which meant 
unfortunately we couldn't convert. The score ended in a 2 - 0 win, 
against a B side. Special mentions go to Johnathan Walker and Oliver 
Winfield for immediately smothering the Westerford attack, only allowing 
them two D entries in the entire game. 

 
We are extremely happy with our performance and I can't wait to see 
how far this team will go in the games to come. 



U16D v Westerford U16C 

On Saturday the 23rd of April, the mighty U/16D hockey side faced off 

against the Westerford U/16Cs. After a comprehensive warm up, the 

boys began the game all guns blazing and immediately applied loads of 

pressure to the Westerford defence. Despite having a number of circle 

entries, we were unable to get any outcomes. That all changed however, 

when Luca Manning received the ball at top D and smoked a backstick 

into the bottom right corner to give us the lead. With the spirits high, we 

maintained pressure and ended the half with our tails up.  

After the team talk, the boys knew what was expected of them and 

immediately picked up where they left off as we had loads more 

possession and chances at goal. After a great run down the line and a 

quick ball in, Caleb van Reenen managed to get on the end of it and 

deflect it into the goal to take SACS to 2-0 up.  Through a slight lapse in 

concentration, Westerford managed to score a goal against the run of 

play to narrow the score to 2-1 but the pressure was soon relived after a 

great goal from James Holl to end the game 3-1 to SACS. 

A great outcome by the side and lots to look forward to and build on 

heading into next week! 

 

 



U16E v Westerford U16D 

The U16E's had a great game versus the U16D Westerford side. The 

SACS team attacked the goals really well which resulted in a great 4-0 

win over Westerford. The team has shown a significant improvement in 

working together as a team and they look forward to the remainder of 

the season. 

 

U15A v U14A 

With no opposition available for this weekend the U14A and U15A 

played out a pulsating game. These are two very well matched teams 

who train at the same time during the week.  

U15A had much more possession and their physical size and pace led 

to them round the U14A defence on many occasions. However, they 

were caught on the counter attack by Mohlodi Moseko who hammered a 

hard shot in from the right hand shoulder of the D. Having nearly double 

the lead moments later from the left hand side the game became more 

of a defensive one for the U14A, relying on quick counter attacks and 

some nice drop passes. For the U15 they struggled to find a break 

through and the final score was that the U14A won 1-0.  

There will be many more games between these two teams throughout 

the year.  

 

  



U14B v Westerford U14A 

The U14B team will be delighted with a win and a 4-0 scoreline against 
the Westerford U14A's. They will be disappointed with their first half 
display having had many entries into the opposition D, with no outcome. 
It was also pleasing to see our goalkeeper Josh Gillett make one or two 
important saves.  
 
In the second half the passing and tackling improved, mainly due to a 
team talk given by coach Zen. This created chances to score on 
numerous occasions. The goals were taken by Matthew Faria (2), Kei 
Von Lengeling and Dan Whiteman. I hope we are able to improve our 
short corner execution. The B team have shown a desire to challenge for 
every ball. If they continue to do this, we will have a good season.     

 

 

U14C v Pinelands U14A 

The boys were excited and ready to take on the U14A Pinelands side. 

Pinelands started the game without a goalkeeper due to kit issues and 

thus had 11 outfield players. SACS immediately capitalised on this, 

scoring an uncontested goal with the ball rolling in from a James 

Jadrijevich miss stop on the top of the circle. 

 



SACS did not capitalise further and Pinelands were soon back to full 

strength with a goalkeeper in goal. Both Pinelands and SACS had a few 

attacks which both teams defended well. Pinelands launched a well-

timed and constructed counter attack on the back of a great scoring 

opportunity for SACS. SACS’ defense was caught out with the speed of 

Pinelands’ counter attack and let a goal slip in. Half time 1-1! 

 

In the second half, SACS held most of the possession but basics let 

them down. Pinelands played through the middle and caught SACS’ 

press off guard a few times. Connor Russell had to put in some crucial 

saves to keep the game at 1-1. Gabriel Hannigan at centre back, did 

well picking up all the loose balls and putting in solid tackles. This 

allowed our attackers to push on. 

 

In the last 10 minutes the flood gates opened with our press intercepting 

the ball high up. The ball ended up in front of Luke Lochner at the top of 

the circle with an uncontested shot at goal, making it 2-1 to SACS. 

Yassin Gasaza showed some impressive skill to go around two players 

and had a great shot at the goal, making it 3-1! Two quick fire goals, one 

from Nick Wilson and another one from Yassin Gasaza capped off a 

strong game for the U14C. The final score was 5-1. 

Well done to both teams! 

 

U14D v Pinelands U14B 

It was great to see the U14D team getting their first official game under 

their belt against a spirited Pinelands team. Having not really settled with 

a regular squad yet, this game had a lot of rotations from the bench and 

allowed many new SACS hockey players to charge up and down the 

pitch.  

With more practice, more structure will come to their games and I’m sure 

we will see many boys from this team move quickly up through the 

teams. Well played boys! Final score 2-2. 



GAME CHANGER CUP 

The winner of the Game Changer Cup for game week 23/24 

April is Gabriel Hannegan (U14C) for his relentless tackles and 

distribution. This was Gabriel’s first hockey game ever!  

 

 

 

  



TOURS 

U19A Founders Festival at RBHS 

During the first weekend of the school holidays the SACS First hockey 
team participated in the U19A Founders tournament hosted by 
Rondebosch Boys' High at WPCC. The gentlemen played 5 games, 
winning all of them convincingly over the course of three days.  
 
The SACS players showed immense progression throughout the 
tournament and credit must be given to the boys for playing with a very 
positive attitude and good sportsmanship. The players showed that their 
natural talent can be partnered with mature, thoughtful hockey and 
patient play. Many games were won due to the player's ability to hold 
onto the ball and make their shots on goal count. There were many 
unselfish team-goals that indicated the possibility for a season of high-
scoring matches to come. The attitude from the players, combined with a 
very experienced, dedicated and calm coach, Mr. Pierre Le Roux, 
ensured a fantastic weekend of hockey.  
 
A big 'thanks' must be given to the parents who hosted some of the 
SACS players for the weekend, organised lunches and supported the 
coaching staff all weekend long. Mr. Le Roux looks well on track for an 
exciting season of hockey with a talented and enthusiastic young squad 
of players.  
 

SACS 
vs Northwood 3-2 
vs St. Stithians College 4-0 
vs Kearsney College 5-0 
vs Clifton High School 3-1 
vs Queens College 9-1 
 

U16A Founders Festival at SACS 

This holiday SACS hosted the U16 Founders Hockey Festival from the 

25th - 28th March. We welcomed 9 teams from all over South Africa and 

it was wonderful to see them enjoy our beautiful campus, hostel and 

sports facilities.  Postponed from 2020, this festival has been years in 

the making and so when we finally enjoyed the opening function there 

was a huge sense of relief and excitement. Superbly catered for by Zahn 

Cilliers, the function set the tone for a fantastic event. There was great 



quality hockey on display, good sportsmanship and every team walked 

away with a memorable experience of the festival and SACS.  Our U16A 

team did particularly well, winning all their matches and are excited to 

continue their excellent performance in the season ahead.  Massive 

thanks must go to Mr James Peverley for all the arrangements leading 

up to the event, Mike Willig for being an exceptional tournament director, 

the umpires for their dedication and consistency, Mr Samuel Holmes for 

his quality leadership and Devon Keys for all his assistance in running 

the festival over the 3 days.  

SACS 
vs Affies 9-1 
vs Queens 13-0 
vs Kearsney College 2-1 
vs Parktown 7-0 
vs Northwood 3-1 
 

 

 

  



U14A Founders Festival at Kearsney 

It was great to be on the tour again! The U14A hockey group were 
superb ambassadors for SACS when they visited Kearsney for the U14 
Founders Festival.  
Much learning occurred throughout the festival and the players showed 
noticeable improvement. The players were very lucky to have Zen Kraai 
assisting as he gave excellent feedback and help both technically and 
tactically. Results were 2-0 v Affies; 1-0 win v Parktown; 1-0 win v 
Northwood; 2-2 draw v Kearsney; 2-0 win v Queens. To have so much 
support from parents who had made the trip was extra special and we 
look forward to welcoming all hockey parents back again to the Brewery 
astro for all our games this season.  
 
SACS 
vs Affies 2-0  
vs Parktown 1-0 
vs Northwood 1-0 
vs Kearsney 2-2 
vs Queens College 2-0 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


