24 June 2022
Dear Parents and our SACS Students

As we reflect on another successful term here at SACS, it is perhaps poignant to reflect on some broader issues
as well. Last week our campus received over 200mm of rainfall over a two day period. The wonderful
photograph of our U15 Rugby Team standing next to the waterfall at Skeleton Gorge made me think of our
arrival in Cape Town 5 years ago when the city was in the grip of the worst drought in 100 years and Day Zero
loomed large. In times of plenty one quickly forgets the crisis that challenge brought. The city and our school
showed great resilience drastically cutting water consumption and innovating until the rains eventually
arrived.
Last night we received the news that masks no longer need to be worn indoors. It felt strangely liberating to
address our staff meeting this morning for the first time in over two years not needing to wear a mask, despite
the irony that we could not see each other’s faces given load shedding. This also caused us to reflect on just
how tumultuous the past two years have been. The tragedy, the loss and the disruption were huge and
traumatic. The fallout is still with us in different ways and will be for some time. My ultimate reflection
though again, is a triumph of the human spirit, the resilience, the loyalty, the innovation, the courage and the
amazing support that came from within our community.
I wrote at the start of the pandemic that times of crisis tend to bring out the best and the worst in people and
that this was a time for the good people to stand up and be counted. So many of you did exactly that and I
shall remain eternally grateful to you. We are in a good place to take our school forward. I have no doubt
that people will look back in years to come and note the Day Zero scenario and especially the COVID pandemic
as pivotal events in the history of our school. Our school has weathered many external and internal storms in
its 193 year history. Industrial and technological revolutions, local and world wars, tumultuous societal and
political upheaval and change. None of us can say with any certainty what the future will bring either. Our job
as current and brief custodians of this wonderful institution is to help facilitate its continued evolution and
relevance as one of the very best schools in our land. It is a great privilege to be part of that.
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Thursday 21 July:
Grade 8 Parent and Teachers Meeting in the Hofmeyr Hall
from 5:30pm to 7:00pm

Your son’s report will reflect his achievements and
progress so far this year. Please find time to talk to him
regarding his progress and plan how you will tackle the
second part of the year.

Monday 25 July:
Grade 10 and 12 Parent and Teachers Meeting in the
Hofmeyr Hall from 5:30pm to 7:30pm

In the first two weeks of next term there will be an
opportunity for Grade 8 to 12 parents to meet the subject
teachers at the parent and teacher meetings. Please use
these meetings to discuss academic and other matters with
each subject teacher.

Wednesday 27 July:
Grade 9 and 11 Parent and Teacher Meeting in the
Hofmeyr Hall from 5:30pm to 7:30pm

Grade 12s are reminded that their preliminary
examinations start on Thursday 1 September – only 30
school days remain in the third term to complete the
Matric syllabus.

Parents are requested to arrive by 6:15pm at the latest so
as to ensure that there is enough time to see all the
subject teachers. We look forward to seeing you there.

2

3

4

5

6

7

Yours sincerely

B.J. GRANT
HEADMASTER
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